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Beam them down, Scotty 


The future of party political broadcasts is under review, with a television indus- 
try consultation paper which requests representations by the end of this month. 
Television companies are concerned that the broadcasts cause viewers to switch 
off, while the government does not wish to lose an important public forum. Of 
equal importance to Searchlight is the question of allowing broadcasting time to 
nazis and racists. The British National Party broadcast before the general elec- 
tion attracted objections from thousands of viewers. The extent of public outrage 
was concealed by the BBC to cover up their huge error in allowing the broadcast. 
It is intolerable that this band of nazi criminals should be allowed television time 
for the sole purpose of stirring up hate, but public debate on this issue needs to 
concentrate on ensuring that the innocent are not punished alongside the guilty 
and that genuine minority parties are not deprived of an important platform. 

In a case that attracted little media attention, a Liverpool BNP activist, Francis 
William Pitt, who was arrested during the general election campaign for handing 
out BNP leaflets, has been found guilty by magistrates of distributing material 
intended to promote racial hatred and possessing racially inflammatory material. 
Pitt has been remanded in custody while awaiting sentence at the Inner London 
Crown Court. The leaflet linked black and Asian immigrants with crime. Yet the 
television companies broadcast the very same message from the BNP. 

The BNP modernisers, such as Nick Griffin, Rushden and Tony Lecomber, are 
already preparing for the technology of the next millennium. An article by 
Griffin in the February issue of Spearhead, entitled “The BNP on your TV”, 
accepts that the BNP might lose future entitlement to broadcasts. Writing from 
his sick bed, he appeals for funds for his latest project: to create a BNP produc- 
tion unit to churn out material for internal use, sale to members and the public 
and, in the long term, to sell to the mass of cable distribution networks that will 
proliferate in the next few years. Griffin is convinced that, as has occurred in the 
USA, many of these new companies will be looking for thousands of hours of 
material to transmit and even the BNP will be able to get a foot in the door. 

Appealing for the first £2,000 for this project, Griffin says the BNP can make a 
real impact on the May elections if the production unit is operational by April. 

The idea of cable subscribers receiving a TV magazine containing fireside chats 
from the BNP leader John Tyndall sounds like an ideal cure for insomnia. Joking 
aside, Britain’s nazis are still trailing behind their counterparts in North 
America and Scandinavia in this field, but the anti-fascist movement is even less 
prepared for the new era and needs to catch up. 

Griffin’s article also contains a more concealed message, namely his desire to 
move in on the lucrative nazi music scene, but with the recent nazi murders, con- 
victions for handling this filth and the ongoing turf wars for control, Griffin 
could find his ambition a very risky one. 
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No go for BNP NF unity as 
Street presence 


NF steps up 


he British National Party and the 
National Front look set for conflict 
after talks about a merger between the 
two organisations broke down early in the 
new year. “I predict that we will begin to see 
things turn rather nasty,” admitted John 
McAuley, the NF chairman, in a letter to his 
members. “It seems that the BNP plan all 
along was to undermine and take us over, 
using whoever or whatever means necessary, 
and to finally put the National Front to rest.” 

Searchlight broke the news of the secret 
talks between the two parties at the beginning 
of the year. Events since then have proved the 
accuracy of our report, despite strenuous 
denials by John Tyndall, the BNP leader, and 
others in the party leadership. The NF has 
been slightly more open about proceedings. 
“The latest issue of Searchlight is very accu- 
rate,” McAuley was forced to concede. 

Discussions between the two groups began 
in late 1996, when Nick Griffin, the former 
NF leader who moved to the BNP, began 
courting Wayne Ashcroft, the NF’s West 
Midlands organiser and chairman of the 
Youth National Front. Griffin’s advances, 
exposed by Carlton Television’s The Cook 
Report, highlighted how the BNP was keen to 
appropriate the NF name for its own ends. 
Despite assurances to the contrary, Griffin 
never for one moment saw the NF as an equal 
partner, as was clearly illustrat- ———— 
ed during secretly recorded 
meetings with representatives of 
The Cook Report. “The 
National Front is such a pitiful- 
ly small organisation with such 
low grade people. It’s a waste of 
time,” Griffin confided. 

Any potential for a merger 
was destroyed by The Cook 
Report, with Griffin defiantly 
dismissing the NF as a sham- 
bles, claiming that its perfor- 
mance on the programme, cou- 
pled with its pitiful election 
results, only reinforced his low 
opinion of the organisation. 
“While we still appeal for white 
nationalist unity,” Griffin wrote in the after- 
math of The Cook Report, “it can now clearly 
be achieved by the NF and similar groups 
joining us, rather than through a merger to 
create a new organisation. That the two 
organisations might merge under a new name 
is now most definitely out of the question. 
Those who stubbornly insist on being big fish 
in small puddles are entitled to continue to 
waste their time, but we will beat them in the 
Uxbridge by-election and in the next wave of 
council elections, and we will continue to 
beat them every time they raise their heads 
until they give up the unequal fight. We don’t 
want such competition, but we will not shrink 
from it, and we will not be the losers.” 

Six months later the BNP tone was less 





hostile. It had failed to build on its electoral 


advances and was witnessing an increasingly 
active and vibrant NF. By late autumn, new 
discussions were taking place between the 
two organisations, this time fuelled by 
McAuley for the NF and Tyndall and Tony 
Lecomber, the BNP’s London organiser, for 
the BNP, Griffin having been sidelined. 
Despite reservations from Ashcroft, who had 
been left with bitter resentment towards the 
BNP and his own treatment by Griffin, the 
NF entered negotiations hoping to find com- 
mon ground with the BNP. 

Primarily the NF hoped to discuss the pos- 
sibilities of an electoral agreement for the 
1999 European elections, to be held under 
proportional representation. “We felt that it 





As nazis and loyalists gathered to 
protest at the annual Bloody 
Sunday march in north London 
on 24 January, the ‘pick and mix’ 
crew from the BNP, NF, National 
Socialist Movement and Klan 
were once again operating in 
unison at street level. Above: 
John McAuley, the NF chairman. 
Left: Also on the picket was 
Warren Glass, the BNP’s west 
London organiser (right) 


would be a shame to split the 
Nationalist vote,” McAuley told his 
members. “A split vote really could pre- 
vent the election of candidates, particu- 
larly in key areas such as East London, the 
West Midlands and West Yorkshire. 

“How foolish I was to think that Tyndall, 
Griffin, Lecomber & Co would be agreeable 
to such a suggestion. To these egoists, it is all 
or nothing. John Tyndall has stated that he is 
only willing to discuss a merger, i.e. us sur- 
rendering all of our assets and party name to 
him personally given that there exists no 
internal democracy in the BNP which at the 
end of the day boils down to him and the 
select few. I am sure that Mr Tyndall, with 
respect to him, would not mind us pointing 
out to our members that he considers us to be 
greater enemies than he does his ideological 
opponents on the left.” 

While Griffin has been sidelined during the 
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current negotiations, his less than complimen- 
tary assessment of the calibre of the NF’s 
membership seems to have been adopted by 
Tyndall and Lecomber. They, like Griffin, are 
keener on the NF name than on its members. 

McAuley continues: “It has since become 
apparent that Ashcroft’s warning (and let’s 
face it, he should know) that the BNP leader- 
ship could not be trusted has proved to be 
correct. ... There would clearly be no place 
for any NF officials in any leadership merger, 
and the contempt which has been shown 
toward [sic] BNP leaders towards our loyal, 
hardworking officials and members is well 
documented (see the issues of British 
Nationalist & Spearhead dealing with The 
Cook Report and the Uxbridge by-election to 
get it from the horses mouth!)” 

Meanwhile the NF continues to be the most 
active right-wing group at present, outdoing 
the BNP even in its east London heartland. 
Over the past two months the NF has held 
paper sales and leafleting sessions in east 
London, Camden, Dover and the West 
Midlands. It also organised a stationary pick- 
et of the annual Bloody Sunday march along 
Holloway Road on the last Saturday in 
January. While the 50 or so present on the NF 
picket was considerably less than the num- 
bers achieved by Combat 18 during its hey- 
day in 1993 and 1994, it was still important 
for a number of reasons. 

It once again illustrated the NF’s enthusi- 
asm for a street profile, and was the result of 
a conscious decision taken at the NF’s annual 
conference in Hemel Hempstead last autumn. 
There, Terry Blackham was appointed nation- 
al activities organiser, with the responsibility 
of restoring the NF’s street profile. This he 
has achieved with worrying regularity. 

Not only has this given NF members a 
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focus for activity, but 
it has acted as a mag- 
net for other right- 
wingers who are keen 
to confront — anti- 
fascists and left-wingers. Among _ those 
attracted to the NF is Steve Sargent’s travel- 
ling circus, the National Socialist Movement. 
This oddball gang of cocaine dealers, dog 
fighters, satanists and bedsit weirdos has 
attended NF activities on a regular basis. 

More: <WOrtying. = 100 cece 
Tyndall, several London 
BNP members have 
been seen attending NF 
activities during recent 
months. Among them 
are Linda Cooper, a BNP 
candidate during the 
1997 general election, 
and her jailbird young 
husband Alex. Linda 
Cooper seems to have 
made a break from the 
BNP, deciding to stand 
for the NF in the Tower 
Hamlets ward of 
Lansbury in the May 
local elections. 

Perhaps of more con- 
cern has been the 
appearance of two 
London BNP organisers 
with the NF. Dave Hill, 
the BNP’s Tower 
Hamlets organiser, and 
Warren Glass, the west 
London organiser, 
attended the NF march 
in Dover. Glass also put 
in a show at the Bloody 
Sunday counter-demon- 
stration in the company 
of 20 other west London 
BNP supporters. 

The prospect of the 





More faces from the NF’s Bloody Sunday picket ... Top left: 
Dave Hill, east London organiser of the BNP, Left: Patrick 
(left), a Croydon BNP activist. Above: Steve Rowlands (with 
cap), deputy chairman of the NF. Below: Steve Sargent 
(right), deputy leader of the National Socialist Movement 


NF standing in at least one Tower Hamlets 
seat in the May election opens the real possi- 
bility of a clash between the two organisa- 
tions, something that even McAuley accepts 
is likely. There could well be a repeat of 
events of the early 1990s, when the BNP 
drove the NF out of southeast London. At that 
time the BNP was in the ascendancy and with 
several leading NF members defecting to the 
BNP, the NF lost considerable ground. On a 
number of occasions the battle for recruits 








and influence almost saw an open conflict 
between the two groups. Lecomber led a BNP 
contingent into the NF AGM in 1991, much 
to the NF’s outrage. A couple of months later, 
Blackham and half a dozen other NF activists 
were faced down by a 40-strong mob of BNP 
supporters in Bermondsey market. Blackham 
was told in no uncertain terms to drop the 
NF’s public activity, which he was reluctantly 
forced to do. 

This time round, it is the NF that is 
emerging as the right-wing street force. 
While the BNP faced down the threat of 
Combat 18 during the mid 1980s, it did so at 
the expense of losing most of its younger 
activists, the life blood that enabled the party 
to achieve some success in the 1990-1993 
period in the first place. With its present drive 
for respectability and determination to avoid 
street confrontations, the BNP seems 


incapable of holding public activities on the 








Discord under the white sheets 





scale it achieved 
several years ago. 

That is not to 
say that the BNP 
is no longer a 
threat. Despite its 
lack of _ street 
activity, the BNP 
has maintained a 
considerable level 
of support across 
east London, 
something that 
was Clearly illus- 
trated during the 
general election 
when it gained 
over ten thousand 
votes in the area. 
Even so, the BNP 
still faces _ stiff 


Left: Wayne 
Ashcroft (with tie), 
the NF West 


Above: Terry 
Blackham (centre), 
national activities 
organiser of the NF 





This letter being circulated by 
a very angry Klansman shows 
what happens when rats fall 
out. The letter accuses Alan 
Cooper, Linda Cooper and 
Alan Winder of betraying the 
United Klans of Europe. 
Winder is accused of giving 
away the Klan’s “new A3 copi- 
er” to the National Front and of 
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not wanting the Klan to recruit 
more than six members. 

It clearly took very little time 
for the aspiring Klan boss to rip 
apart the organisation his lead- 
ership of which he had duped 
various nazis into supporting. 
Seeing his Klan fantasy was 
going nowhere, he is now try- 
ing desperately to ingratiate 
himself somewhere else. 

The letter, which is signed 
“Wolfhead, the First Den’, goes 
on to accuse Linda Cooper of 
always being drunk. This vio- 
lent couple from Tower 
Hamlets, two clear examples of 
“care in the community”, are 
renowned for fouling up every- 
thing they touch. 
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competition from a rejuvenated NF, whose 
activities have been largely attended by the 
young males who would formerly have been 
attracted to the BNP. Just as worrying for the 
BNP is the fact that the NF seems to be 
casting an increasingly interested eye on 
east London. The NF has recently targeted 
Brick Lane and Crisp Street market, with 
the hope of spreading wider into Bethnal 
Green. 

Sunday 8 February saw the NF’s activists 
back at Brick Lane. After selling papers, they 
went to the Sun public house opposite 
Bethnal Green police station. This is the very 
same pub from where, four years ago, the 
BNP and other nazi scum poured onto the 
street and attacked a black passer-by for the 
sin of walking with a white woman. Richard 
Edmonds, then deputy leader of the BNP, was 
convicted and Simon Biggs, a slug-like beast, 
got a four-year prison sentence. He was 
released early, only to be put away again for 
burglary in Scotland soon afterwards. 

The Sun has a new licensee and if he 
tolerates this crew making death threat phone 
calls from the premises, the pub could well 
change hands again. 

Meanwhile Blackham and four other nazis 
have been on police bail after a solitary Asian 
was attacked in Camden after one of the NF’s 
street sales. 

With the collapse of negotiations which the 
NF hoped would lead to an electoral pact 
between the two groups, competition will be 
intense for right-wing recruits and votes. 
McAuley, who is widely disliked, is not 
optimistic about future relations with the 
BNP. Writing in a recent members’ bulletin, 
he said: “I predict that we will begin to see 
things turn rather nasty, which is a shame as 
there do exist numerous good and sincere 
nationalists within their fold who we would 
dearly like to welcome back into the NF.” 
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BNP thug 
targets East 
End for 
race war 


t should come as no surprise that 

the man now busily stirring up 

race hatred in east London is 
none other than the convicted British 
National Party bomber and thug Tony 
Lecomber. 

The campaign, which Lecomber 
dreamt up in his Woodford, northeast 
London lair, has two aims: to foment vio- 
lence and to restore the BNP’s status as 
the leading far-right party on the streets 
of the East End. 

The BNP has been looking for another 
breakthrough in the East End ever since 
Derek Beackon was elected in a council 
by-election in September 1993. He was 
booted out the following May, despite 
increasing his vote, because of a huge 
turnout of the local electorate, proving 
that democracy works against racism and 
fascism if people in threatened and often 
divided communities are prepared to take 
part in the fight back, even if it is only by 
using their votes. 

The BNP is hoping to make big gains 
by exploiting a recent clash between 
Asian and white youngsters, in which a 
white youth’s hand was seriously injured. 
A similar incident in 1990 sparked the 
BNP’s “Rights for Whites” campaign, 
which gave the party its reputation in 
East London as an aggressive racist 
party. Within months, BNP votes were 
taking off in a series of local council by- 
elections, leading eventually _—to 
Beackon’s victory. 

In the general election last May two 
BNP candidates in east London managed to 
retain their deposits and the party has contin- 
ued to do fairly well in council by-elections. 

Although the police have detained suspects 
for the injury to the white youth, the BNP is 
continuing to use the incident to stoke up fear 
and hatred. At a community meeting held 
soon after the attack there was a strong organ- 
ised racist presence and any talk of modera- 
tion and of communities coming together to 
deal with juvenile and street crime was shout- 
ed down. 

One man who played a key role in pouring 
oil on the troubled waters was a community 
liaison officer employed by developers on the 
Isle of Dogs. During the last local elections in 
May 1994, when Beackon was defeated, this 
man’s remarks served to hamper rather than 
help community relations. Complaints to his 
employers appear to have fallen on deaf ears. 

The meeting, to which many racists had 
come from outside the area, eventually grew 
so violent and hostile that the police closed it 
down. 
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The BNP is not alone in fanning up race 
hate in the East End. It has been joined by the 
reemergent National Front, but the two sets of 
racists are at loggerheads. Some senior police 
officers think a racial clash in the area is on 
the cards and BNP and NF officers and 
activists are voicing the concept of “Race 
War”. 

It seems that BNP leaders have targeted 
both east London and Bradford for the open- 
ing salvos of the “race war’, although they 
would prefer to wait until nearer the May 
local elections. 

Lecomber claims his party is pouring every 
bit of material it can produce into the East 
End and is giving away rather than selling 
copies of its hate sheet, British Nationalist. 
The police might be well advised to curb the 
activities of this serial racist criminal sooner 
rather than later. 

The BNP has circulated two leaflets in the 
area recently. One was on the economy, the 
other on paedophiles. However, if the BNP is 
trying to seek out dangerous perverts, it 








Above: All things to all nazis: 
Alex Cooper from Tower 
Hamlets (right of centre), an 
activist of the BNP, NF, KKK 
and anything else going. 
Left: Ken Francis (left), the 
BNP local election candidate 
for Regent ward, Newham, 
and a key east London BNP 
activist 


would do well to look closely at its 
own members. 

Four years ago the local police, 
under a good Commander, were 
able to nip in the bud many of the 
BNP’s schemes to bring violence to 
the streets by importing gangs of 
thugs, and were able to keep a tight 
rein on some of the more violent 
local elements. We hope the police 
will be taking the same positive 
steps again. 

But whatever the actions of the 
police, it is up to the communities 
themselves to deal with the serious 
street crime problem in the area, 
which gives the BNP a platform for 
its claims to be the “law and order 
party”. No part of the local commu- 
nity can stick its head in the sand 
and say it is not our problem. 

Searchlight is helping keep community 
groups in east London up to date with infor- 
mation on the identities of the racist gangs 
who wish to see London burn. However 
Searchlight unreservedly condemns violence 
between communities and sees an ongoing 
need in both Asian and white communities in 
east London to stop the spread of gang or turf 
warfare. 

Over the past 30 years the East End has 
seen the disastrous loss of thousands of jobs 
in the docks, cuts in jobs at Ford’s at 
Dagenham, the massive development in 
docklands that has done little for local resi- 
dents and the collapse of the welfare, health 
and educational systems, not because of 
immigration but through the failure of succes- 
sive central and local governments. Faced 
with continuing adversity, the varied commu- 
nities of east London should come together 
and draw on their strengths to smash the chief 
enemy of progress in the area: organised 
racism. 














Asian Dub Foundation tells Searchlight, ‘make it funky’ 


sian Dub Foundation are big news. 
A But when Searchlight met them in 

their London recording studio there 
was no hint that their success had gone to 
their heads. Pandit G is a few minutes late 
and profusely apologetic. No one has told 
him yet that journalists expect to have to 
wait if they are interviewing a band. 

ADF are stars, there is no doubt about 
that, but of a very different kind. This is a 
bunch of community activists who have 
taken their campaigning and made it 
sparkle through music. To them music, 
campaigning, politics, daily life are all 
connected. 

The band members met at a workshop 
designed to get young Asians together as an 
entry point into the music industry, 
explained Pandit G. The band is fronted by 
Deedar (the rapper), with Chandrasonic 
(guitars), Dr Das (bass), Pandit G (decks) 
and Sun-J (technology and keyboards) com- 
pleting the line-up. Their first gig was at a 
benefit for Quaddas Ali at the Hackney 

Empire in 1994. 

' The band write their music together as a 
collective. They laugh at the thought that 
when people hear the name Asian Dub 
Foundation they are shocked to discover 
that the music does not sound like some 
modern-day version of Ravi Shankar. “The 
idea that we’re some kind of hippy band 
from Glastonbury is what we have to work 
against. We play what is natural and imme- 
diate to us,” explains Pandit G. 

It is hard to say what their music sounds 
like, because it really is distinctive. Their 
own publicity describes their latest single as 
“the sound and fury of the Clash and Public 
Enemy, the Beastie Boys meet Jungle and 
killer rock and roll.” 

They like the idea of harnessing new 
technology and have just recorded the 
soundtrack for an anti-racist CD-Rom pro- 
duced by the Institute of Race Relations. 


Determined to put as much back into com- 
munity music as they have got out of it, they 
have set up the Asian Dub Foundation 
Education with the aim of helping to give 
people opportunities in music. 

ADF are out to smash stereotypes. Dr Das 
says that “a lot of people come to our 
gigs with a whole lot of stereotypes about 
what Asian people are like and we help 
break that down”. In Middlesbrough they 
played a venue from which they were told 
Asian youth would normally stay away, but 
helped to bring Asian and white youth 
together. 

The band has played in all sorts of 
venues, small and large, across Europe, to 
all kinds of audiences and at all kinds of 
events. They even played in the French 


Light sentence for 


A key man in the nazi hate CD pro- 
duction industry has been sentenced 
to only six months in prison, three 
of which were suspended. The max- 
imum sentence he could have got 
for his role in organising the pro- 
duction of five highly racist CDs is 
two years. 


At his trial at Newport Crown Court in 
January, Leighton Gareth Jones, 30, from 
Caerphilly, Wales, changed his plea to 
guilty to charges of possessing material 
likely to stir up racial hatred. Judge 
Prosser described the music as having 
echoes of nazi Germany. 

The Welsh media praised Searchlight’s 
role in bringing this man to justice 
through our initial exposure in autumn 
1996 of the inner secrets of parts of the 
British nazi music industry. Despite the 
paltry sentence, his conviction is a 
success for Searchlight’s Shut Down the 





nazi money mover 





Front National stronghold of Toulon and got 
a large crowd and great reception. 

Last month Asian Dub _ Foundation 
released their single “Free Satpal Ram”. 
Satpal Ram was attacked in a Birmingham 
restaurant in 1986. He defended himself and 
one of his attackers died after refusing med- 
ical treatment. Satpal was convicted and 
charged in an injustice that the band com- 
pare to that of the Guildford Four. 

We asked what advice the band have for 
anti-racist campaigners. They said “Try and 
speak to people you wouldn’t normally 
reach. Don’t just speak to people who are 
already part of the anti-racist community. 
Our message is make it funky!” 

Free Satpal Ram is available in record 
shops now. 





Peddlers of Hate campaign. 

Defence counsel claimed Jones was 
impressionable and naive and had fallen in 
with the wrong crowd. In fact most of the 
people with whom the former squaddie 
was dealing were far younger than him 
and he was sufficiently trusted by the nazi 
movement to have access to the building 
society and bank accounts where much of 
its massive funds reside. 

He was also trusted to take £8,000 in 
cash to the production company to pay for 
the pressing of additional copies of the 
vile nazi CD, Barbecue in Rostock. The 
title is a sick reference to a nazi atttack on 
a refugee hostel in Rostock, Germany, in 
August 1992, in which nazis ran riot and 
burnt the hostel to the ground. 

In a series of press and radio interviews 
representatives of Searchlight expressed 
anger for yet another failure of the justice 
system to mete out a suitable sentence for 
the crime. 
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When the Tiber failed to foam 


A Searchlight ‘depreciation’ of one of Britain’s most evil postwar politicians 


he death of John Enoch Powell, one of 
the most influential right-wingers in 
postwar British politics, prompted trib- 
utes from people who should know better. 
Those who chose to salute the attributes of 
this wicked man included the Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and Gerald Kaufman, MP. To their 
credit Edward Heath, the former 
Conservative Prime Minister, and Michael 
Foot, a former Labour leader, refused to say 
anything in his favour. 

Many years ago Searchlight’s editor Gerry 
Gable was asked if he was prepared to appear 
on the late night television chat show After 
Dark with Powell or whether Searchlight’s 
policy of not sharing a platform with racists 
would prevent him. Gable agreed as Powell 
was an elected Member of Parliament and he 
would appreciate the opportunity to show 
Powell up to be a liar and essentially dishon- 
est. Powell responded by refusing to face 
Gable. 

Powell’s disgusting speech in which he 
referred to a metaphorical River Tiber “foam- 
ing with blood”, made on the anniversary of 
Hitler’s birth, 20 April 1968, gave violent 
racism a respectability it had never previously 
enjoyed in postwar Britain. While Powell 
cleverly, or cunningly, wrapped up his sordid 
ideas in quotes from the classical world, the 
result was violence on the streets directed 
against black people and those who chose to 
defend their rights. 

Fortunately the anticipated mass support 
for Powell never manifested itself, despite the 
best efforts of Mosleyite organisers in the 
London docks and Smithfield meat market. 
Docker Pat Duhig failed to do more than drag 
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a noisy and violent mob up to Parliament and 
“Big Danny” Harmston, Oswald Mosley’s 
bodyguard and a fascist parliamentary candi- 
date, brought along a few of his cronies from 
Smithfield. The public at large rejected 
Powell’s racism, just as more recently 
Norman Tebbit’s “cricket test” outburst was 
treated with derision by millions of ordinary 
people. 

Powell, still a member of the Conservative 
Shadow Cabinet before Heath had the good 
sense to remove him, went on record to say 
that he had never encouraged his supporters 
to join any party other than the 
Conservatives. The reality was different. Bee 
Carthew, a close friend of the Powell family 
and a former intelligence officer and meetings 
organiser for the Monday Club, set up a new 
group outside the Tory Party to support him. 
This bunch of cranks, fascists, racists and the 
occasional Ulster loyalist, who went under 
the name of Powellite, never managed to 
achieve more than 600 members, despite 
advertisements in major papers, such as The 
Daily Telegraph, and a lot of secret funding 
from a couple of far right millionaires. The 
organisation was being passed information 
about people who approached Powell as an 
MP for advice on what they could do about 
“the race question”. If any of them had fol- 
lowed Powell’s advice and joined Powellite, 
they would have been sitting down with 
members of the extreme nazi British 
Movement, the National Front and the UDA. 

Long before Powell became an Ulster 
Unionist MP, Powell had angered the liberal 
Ulster politician John Hume by pouring cold 
water on an attempt at reconciliation between 


Eire and Ulster. Hume described Powell’s 
words as “an evil speech of an evil man”. 

The concept of Powell as a keen parliamen- 
tarian and high church Christian also needs 
examining. Like Mosley in the 1920s he was 
prepared to betray his own party and move 
into the shadowy politics of Northern Ireland 
to remain in Parliament, and his brand of 
Christianity bore a strange resemblance to 
some of the ideas of race and nation held by 
the forerunners of the Nazi Party in Germany 
and the founding fathers of apartheid in South 
Africa. Powell subscribed to the view that a 
nation is bound together by blood and soil, an 
ideology that on the far right is called the 
Race Soul concept. 

Powell outlined his ideas of biological 
nationhood in a speech to the Young 
Conservatives in September 1981. He told his 
audience that the instincts of the British peo- 
ple were offended by black people’s presence: 
our biological nationhood was being under- 
mined by their presence. 

He had written on a similar theme in July 
1981, just after the Brixton riots, when the 
Sun promised to start a debate on the question 
of race and immigration. This consisted of 
Powell getting a full-page feature in which he 
wrote: 

“As towns and cities are transformed by the 
automatic expansion of what Lord 
Radcliffe once called ‘the alien wedge’, a 
volume of mutual fear, mistrust and resent- 
ment builds up like water filling a cistern. It 
is not the sum of antagonisms between 
individual and individual. It is collective 
instinctive, human, the imperative of terri- 
tory, possession and identity.” 


The Sun’s so-called debate lasted one soli- 
tary day. 

The German Nazis created the Volkskirche 
(people’s church) as an alternative to the tra- 
ditional Christian church and much of its ide- 
ology stemmed from the Race Soul concept. 
It was therefore interesting to read an inter- 
view with Powell, the high church Anglican, 
in the Weekend Telegraph in late 1990, in 
which he discussed his search for the pre- 
Norman roots of the church in Saxon 
England, a time when paganism and 
Christianity were merging their beliefs and 
practices. 

Powell was no stranger to another far-right 
idea, namely that the Russians might be our 
natural allies as they were more racially pure 
than the Americans. This argument has been 
pursued by rightwingers ranging from Francis 
Parker Yockey in his book Imperium, often 
viewed as the Mein Kampf of the postwar fas- 
cist movement, to Mosley, and in more recent 
times Alan Clark, the maverick Tory MP. 

On economic and social policy Powell 
embraced right-wing “Thatcherite” positions 
well before Thatcher came into office, and 
put them into practice. Unfortunately some of 
the same policies have carried on into New 
Labour. On housing, social services and pen- 
sions Powell broke with the postwar political 
consensus of the welfare state. He called for 
wholesale denationalisation and curbs on the 
trade unions, and supported two systems of 
education running alongside each other. He 
was strictly against any form of intervention 
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Quotation from a speech by Enoch Powell (Daily Telegraph) 







disease in them.” 


to assist areas suffering 
high unemployment. 

He was ready to attack 
anyone who advocated a 
liberal approach to soci- 
ety and race relations in 
particular, right up to the 
Queen and the Church. 

What of the claims by 
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Dear Sir/Madam, 


We, a group of businessmen, farinexs and trade union 
members, are deeply concerned at the drift and defoatism that 
seems to govern the affairs of our country, believe it is a 
matter ef pressing public importance that there should be a 





he Oxford Dictionary defines a virus as “‘a morbid principle or poisonous 
substance produced in the body as a result of some disease, especially one 
capable of being introduced into other persons...and of developing the same 


many who should know 
better that Powell was 
not really a racist at all? 
If he was not a true 
racist, why the off-the- 
cuff remarks about “grin- 
ning piccaninnies” and 
people who would be 


dared to do. 
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of stories about fear in 
the streets was cleverly 
fed to the media and 
often accepted without 
question. Did anybody 
ever find the allegedly 
much maligned old white 
woman in  Powell’s 





restoration of good government. 
out of public life by politicians who are intent on doing 
to our island race what no enemy in the past would have 
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Wolverhampton con- 
stituency who had excre- 
ment pushed through her 
letterbox by blacks? No, 
because she never exist- 
ed and was merely part of the Powell treat- 
ment of race relations. 

Powell never regretted 
for a moment the harm 
his outbursts caused. He 
was blind to the progress 
Britain has made as a 
nation in terms of toler- 
ance between ordinary 
people. 

Powell’s political 
judgment was often 
questionable, but he 
made one very wise 
decision, which was not 
to fall for the approaches 
of some sections of the 
newly formed National 
Front in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s. When 
Tyndall took charge of 
the NF, he certainly 
would never have invit- 
ed Powell to be a figure- 
head, as some wanted. 
Tyndall was well aware 
that Powell would have 
put him in the shade 
intellectually. However 
Tyndall’s magazine, 
Spearhead, was willing 
to reprint some of his 
key speeches on race, 
which it did with his 
permission. 

Powell was not only a 
far rightwinger on race; 
his views on a whole 
range of issues were 
repugnant to most rea- 
sonable people. Married 








How Searchlight saw Powell in January 1976 


with a family, Powell 
grovelled towards what 


The Powell for Premier Campaign of 1970, run by Kevin 
Baron, former professional footballer and one of Britain's 
more influential behind-the-scenes national socialists 


he saw as aristocratic values, such as when he 
hurriedly learnt to ride to hounds when he 
entered university, because he believed this 
was what the aristocracy did. In fact Powell 
came from fairly humble origins. His parents 
were both teachers and his brilliance at clas- 
sics would have assured him a successful aca- 
demic career. Instead he chose politics and 
found within the ranks of the Tory Party 
influential and wealthy backers who made 
sure he was never short of funds. 

Perhaps his view that the Prime Minister in 
Cabinet meetings should be more of a leader 
than a chairman stemmed from his interest in 
the ancient world. Certainly the phraseology 
in his “rivers of blood” speech, which sent 
him into the political wilderness, came from 
classical writing at the time of the Caesars. 

As the controversy over Powell’s political 
record raged after his death, criticism of his 
hard line on race came from an unexpected 
source. In a letter to the Daily Telegraph, 
Tom Stacey, who in the late 1960s wrote a 
book entitled Immigration & Enoch Powell, 
related how he had dined with Powell at his 
club after the infamous speech and had sug- 
gested that it might be charitable for Powell, 
as a Christian, at least to ask his supporters to 
be good neighbours to those black people 
already in Britain. Stacey said Powell did not 
respond but just carried on tucking into his 
lunch. This callousness on Powell’s part had 
always been there and was still evident when 
he gave his last major television interview to 
the BBC, in which he defended his racialism 
with a frightening coldness. 

We know what Powell loved: his nation 
and the white section of its population. What 
did he hate? These words from one of his 
poems speak louder than any of our com- 
ments: “I hate the ugly, hate the old, I hate the 
lame and weak!” (J Enoch Powell, First 
Poems, 1937). 
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TUC sends ‘Respect 
back to the regions 


When Searchlight interviewed Ken Cameron of the 
Fire Brigades Union last year, he hinted that the 
TUC'’s 1997 national Respect festival might be the 
last. Last month we spoke to Mick Connolly, secretary 
of the South East Region TUC (SERTUC), to find out 
what plans are now being made for this year. 


A trade union activist with considerable 
experience, Connolly is a former east London 
dock worker. He remembers fascist activity in 
support of Enoch Powell in the late 1960s. He 
recalls that the fascists were deeply rooted in 
east London, but so was trade union based 
anti-fascism. 

Respect, as we have known it over the past 
two years, in the form of a huge summer fes- 
tival in London, is definitely not on. Connolly 
knows that some will be disappointed, but 
explains that if the TUC kept on repeating the 
same old formula, it would become just 
another music festival on the circuit. “It 
would lose its impact and become more of a 
music event rather than a demonstration of 
anti-racism. It was getting bigger and I cer- 
tainly shared some of the concerns that we 
didn’t want it to become like Phoenix or 
Glastonbury.” 

There were of course opposing views from 
affiliated unions, but now the ball has been 
placed in the hands of the regions. Connolly 
insists that the campaign against racism has 
not been abandoned, even if the form it takes 
is different. The TUC is urging the regions to 
look at ways they can carry out anti-racist 
work most effectively. After all there is some 
justification in not wanting to see huge 
resources poured into one day in London, 
which cannot possibly embed itself deeply in 
the regions. 

Connolly explains the history of Respect 
and how it grew out of the TUC’s Unite 
Against Racism campaign, a long-term 
ongoing campaign aimed at fighting racism 
on a variety of fronts both inside and 






Make 1998 the year that your union branch 
takes a stand against racism and fascism. 

Join Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
and help support our work in opposing race 
hate in the workplace and beyond. 

If your branch hasn’t affiliated yet, we 
can send you some recent material and an 
affiliation form to present at your next 
branch meeting. 

We are always pleased to supply speakers 
for regional and national trade union meet- 
ings. If you want to hear about the latest 
developments on the far right, and what that 
means for trade unionists in Britain, then let 
us know. We can also supply articles for 
publication in your union journal. 

Trade union branches are invited to join 
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outside the workplace. 

Unite Against 
Racism was launched 
in 1993 with a hugely 
successful national 
demonstration in east 
London, when racist 
attacks were increas- 
ing and Derek 
Beackon had _ been 
elected as a British 











National Party coun- 
cillor on the Isle of Dogs. At the request of 
local people the TUC broke with past practice 
of holding demonstrations in central London. 

The following year there was a less suc- 
cessful demonstration in Manchester and in 
1996 the first Respect festival was held in 
Finsbury Park. “The idea of Respect was to 
attract a different audience. We asked were 
there other ways of attracting young people in 
particular? People beyond the usual sort of 
staid, middle-aged trade unionists that a 
march usually attracts.” 

It was intended to be a one-off festival, but 
it was so successful that the TUC repeated it 
the following year at a larger venue, Victoria 
Park, as its major contribution to the 
European Year Against Racism. 

“Respect is a phrase that a lot of people 
liked and has been adopted in a number of 
forms. For example the Transport and 
General Workers Union have used it as part 
of their recruitment campaign, talking about 
respect at work as an organising slogan.” 

SERTUC will be using Respect as one of 
the major themes of its May Day Festival, for 





TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues in TUFS NEWS 
and special rates for training and future pub- 
lications. First time affiliates will receive 
Searchlight Educational Trust’s handbook, 
When hate comes to town: Community 
Responses to Racism and Fascism, which 
normally costs organisations £30. 

We urge all readers to get their union 
branches to join. 
Further details and application forms are 
available from: 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London W1M 8JR. 
Tel 0171 284 4040, fax 0171 284 4410, 
email: tufs @s-light.demon.co.uk. 


















which it is starting to prepare at the moment. 
It will be held in a major London Park on 
Sunday 3 May, a bank holiday weekend. 

“What we are doing this year is taking our 
traditional May Day and looking at a number 
of current issues. May Day will be days 
before the London referendum, so that will be 
one. We will be working with ‘Operation 
Black Vote’ so there is a tie-in as we are keen 
to involve black people in the electoral pro- 
cess generally. Also at the same time there is 
an international march against child labour 
arriving in London and we want to make that 
the major international theme.” 

Anti-racism will be a major part of the 
event, because there will be a Respect stage. 
The full details are not yet available as even 
the venue is not confirmed, but funding for 
most of the costs has already been raised 
from within the trade union movement. There 
will be anti-racist stalls and possibly an anti- 
racist marquee. 

Connolly gave an outline of the SERTUC’s 
work on equality issues generally, but was 
keen to pint out that anti-racism is particular- 
ly important as something like 40 per cent of 
Britain’s black population lives in London, 
and 60 per cent in the Southeast as a whole. 

Giving some examples, he says that he was 
part of a delegation that met Paul Condon, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, to 
express their concern about his remarks about 
black muggers. The SERTUC also has a long 
established Race Relations Committee and 
was active in the dispute at Ford’s, 
Dagenham. Connolly himself is the treasurer 
of the National Assembly Against Racism. 

“There is no doubt”, says Connolly “that 
the trade union movement holds as strongly 
today as it did in the 1930s the line against 
bigotry and intolerance, and that is best 
reflected through collective organisation. We 
are happy to work, in an era when everyone is 
talking about partnerships, with anti-racist 
and anti-fascist groups as we have done in the 
past.” 


Mosley 
madness 


he screening of a new four-part drama 
23 series on the life of Oswald Mosley 

has spawned numerous articles in the 
British press about the man who wanted to be 
Fiihrer and enslave the British people. Except 
the British press does not always see it that 
way. 

The slow, poisonous, drip-drip of historical 
revisionism is creeping into much of the 
media’s assessment of this great historic fail- 
ure. Mosley would no doubt smile if he could 
see the furore that he continues to create, 
even in death. 

The makers of the Channel Four series, 
Laurence Marks and Maurice Gran, must 
have been thrilled with all the publicity. 








They were virtually guaranteed large — his dw 


viewing figures, which is after all their 
aim. But not all the publicity has been 
good publicity, for the programme mak- 
ers or anyone else. 

The Weekend Telegraph complained 
that during production last year, the 
series was attacked on the grounds that it 
was antisemitic. “It is horridly reminis- 
cent of the attacks by the Jewish great 
and good on Jim Allen’s play, Perdition, 
before it was staged”. For the record, no 
representative organisation of British 
Jewry has had anything much to say 
about the Mosley series. This is in stark 
contrast to Perdition, where, having 
obtained the script (which purported to 
show fictional Zionist-Nazi collaboration 
as fact), Jewish organisations demon- 
strated outside outside theatres about it. 

In fact, the whole media circus is a little 
bizarre, for Jewish writers have tended to 
back Marks and Gran (who are Jewish), while 
non-Jewish writers have been more critical. 

The series is based on Nicholas Mosley’s 
two biographies of his father, The Rules of the 
Game and Beyond the Pale, both published in 
the early 1980s. Nicholas Mosley also acted 
as a consultant to the programmes. 

So what has all the fuss been about? Did 
the series present Mosley in a positive light? 

Mosley is portrayed as a charismatic politi- 
cian who could have been great had he cho- 
sen a different path. It is true that the series 
shows him to be Machiavellian as he switches 
from being a Conservative MP to Labour, 
then forming the New Party with socialists 
such as John Strachey. Modern day fascists 
no doubt squirmed as they watched the first 
part and saw Mosley supporting the Irish 
Republican cause after being appalled by 
atrocities committed by the “Black and Tans”. 

The first programme painted Mosley as 
motivated by a hatred of war due to his own 
experiences of the horrors of the trenches in 
the First World War. Recent documents 
unearthed by the Daily Telegraph show that 
this was little more than rhetoric, for his per- 
sonal experiences of warfare were limited. 

The series went on to depict Mosley’s 
political odyssey, as he argued that the notori- 
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Mosley’s first 
appearance in 
postwar Britain in 
1947 (above) and 
his links with 
German neo-nazis 
and role in a plot to 
reintroduce nazi 
propaganda into 
postwar Germany 
(left) were exposed 
by On Guard, 
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ous Zinoviev letter was a forgery, was elected 
to the national executive committee of the 
Labour Party and supported the miners in the 
General Strike. 

There is no doubt that this was a strong 
attempt to create a rounded picture of Mosley 
the man. The problem is that showing Mosley 
as the playboy that he no doubt was for nearly 
three of the four programmes, before getting 
to what he was truly known for, his fascism, 
does not engender a greater understanding of 
the man, or British fascism. The upper class 
twit is shown as a womaniser and a dilettante, 
the theme that runs throughout being that he 
is charming but misguided, a gentleman, but 
“a bit of a bounder and a cad”. 

There are three main criticisms that can be 
levelled at the series: firstly that Mosley is 
portrayed as a man with greater qualities than 
contemporaries of his would ever have given 
him credit for; secondly that his antisemitism 
is dealt with very badly; and thirdly that end- 
ing the series with his internment stops far 
short of the end of the story. 

The question of Mosley’s antisemitism is 
very important. It is true that his public utter- 
ances stopped short of the street songs of his 
followers, with their infamous cry “The Yids, 
the Yids, we’ve got to get rid of the Yids”. 
But what could Mosley have possibly been 
talking about, before the period of large-scale 
non-white immigration into Britain, when he 


talked about “aliens” and standing up for the 
“Englishman”? 

The scene of Mosley in Germany witness- 
ing a Jewish woman having her shop smashed 
up and being forced by Nazis to clean up the 
pavement gives a hint that he had some 
remorse. Coupled with his imprisonment, the 


“programmes portray him as redolent with 


doubt as a fascist. If the series had at least had 
a postscript then we would have seen that this 
unrepentant fascist encouraged his followers 
to resume activities immediately after the war 
in the mid 1940s while he was in self- 
imposed exile in Eire and France. 

By 1947 Mosley had returned to the streets 
of Britain to carry on his antisemitic crusade 
with his new organisation, Union Movement. 
By the late 1950s black immigrants had 
become his main target. Surely the pro- 
grammes could have shown a glimpse of this 
pathetic creature unable to resist stirring up 
further racial hatred some 40 years after he 
had started it in London’s East End. 

There is one final thing that everyone, both 
press and programme makers, seems conve- 
niently to forget. Mosley’s movement became 
known as Union Movement after the war, and 
the BUF is often referred to as the British 
Union. Somehow the word fascist seems to 
be dropped. Searchlight, however, remembers 
it by its full title, the British Union of Fascists 
and National Socialists. 
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No regrets — Fred Mullally reca 


rederic Mullally is unimpressed by Channel Four’s Mosley series. 

Having had a preview of the programmes, he is adamant that they 

do not present Mosley as he really was. The bestselling author 
should know, as he was a Fleet Street journalist who wrote about the 
fascists as they attempted their postwar revival. His book, Fascism inside 
England, written in 1946 while he was assistant editor of Tribune, was a 
classic in its day and stands the test of time as an excellent exposé of 
Mosley’s Blackshirt movement. Steve Silver talked to Mullally about 
what it was like to see Mosley’s fascist movement close up, and why he 
issued them with his own personal challenge. 


As a teenager Mullally attended the infa- 
mous fascist meeting at Olympia where heck- 
lers were severely beaten. Even though he 
was both “appalled and excited” by that 
event, he does not identify this as the incident 
which really aroused him to actively oppose 
fascism through his writing. 

Fascinated by India, Mullally had earned 
enough money to pay for his passage there, 
where he went through a couple of journalist 
jobs before becoming the editor of the Sunday 
Standard in Bombay. At only 19 he was prob- 
ably the youngest ever editor of a national 
newspaper. It was his return to England in 
1939 from Bombay via Antwerp on a German 
boat that really had the strongest effect on 
him. 

“I was amazed and stunned to find that 
every member of the crew were Nazis. They 
would play the Horst Wessel Lied and 
Deutschland Uber Alles on the ship’s radio 
regularly in the morning and at night-time.” 
He developed a rapport with the radio opera- 
tor, who tried to convert Mullally to Nazism. 
His discussions with supporters of the Nazi 
Party, and, after his arrival back in England, 
his discovery of the Jew-baiting by Mosley’s 
fascists in east London focussed his mind on 
the fascist threat. There was one thing about 
which his journey had left him in no doubt: 
that war was imminent. 

The reduced fascist activity during the war, 
because Mosley and other fascists had been 
interned under Regulation 18B as potential 
agents of an enemy power, largely removed 
the fascists from the public eye. However, in 
spite of their imprisonment and the revelation 
that millions had been exterminated in the 
name of their creed, many remained unrepen- 
tant. As soon as the war ended the fascists 
retrieved the membership lists that they had 
hidden before they had been outlawed and 
started to organise. 

At the time that the fascists were staging 
their postwar comeback, Mullally was a jour- 
nalist on the popular tabloid, the Sunday 
Pictorial, writing a political column called 
“Candid Commentary”. One Sunday night, in 
August 1947, he visited Ridley Road in 
Dalston, east London and was sickened by 
what he saw. Thinking back, he says it was a 
great shock to see the fascists describing 
Mosley as “the greatest living Englishman”. 

In his column, he described what he had 
seen at that fascist meeting. Jeffrey Hamm 
had spoken surrounded by large numbers of 
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fascists. The thousand-strong audience 
cheered as various fascist speakers urged the 
return of Mosley to the political scene. Anti- 
fascist hecklers on the fringe of the crowd 
were given short shrift by the police. 

Mullally ended his article by challenging 
the fascists: 

“Okay Hamm, let’s see the stuff you and 

your audience are made of. I’m coming 

down to Ridley Road again — tonight. I’m 

going to ask you for the use of your micro- 

phone and your platform for just ten min- 

utes. I know you can dish it out. Let’s see if 

you can take it.” 

That Sunday morning, Mullally received a 
phone call from Geoffrey Bernerd, the chair- 
man of the anti-fascist ex-servicemen’s 





“I regard Mosley as a failed 
politician, an idiot, a slavish 
copy-cat would-be statesman and 
everything that is contemptible to 
anyone that was alive at that time, 
or since, who had any brains in 
their heads” 





organisation, the 43 Group. Bernerd offered 
to provide him with bodyguards, as to go into 
the Ridley Road area unprotected would put 
him in great danger. 

Mullally declined the offer and made his 
own way to Dalston. It seems incredible that 
he went unaccompanied, but he says that he 
was a journalist on a Fleet Street newspaper 
wanting only ten minutes on their platform 
and thought he could get away with it. In fact, 
at first it seemed as if he may have been right. 

The fascist meeting that day was in John 
Campbell Road, as the Communist Party had 
taken the pitch at nearby Ridley Road before 
the fascists could get there. Mullally parked 
his car and walked towards the platform. The 
police were out in force, the Sunday Pictorial 
had five million sales, and perhaps twice as 
many readers, so his article had attracted 
much attention. Two hundred police officers 
were assembled and they cleared a pathway 
for Mullally to get through the crowd to the 
platform. 

The crowd of more than a thousand com- 
prised fascists around the platform, with anti- 
fascists further back. As Mullally made his 





way through the outskirts of the crowd all he 
could hear was “We want Mullally, We want 
Mullally”. Nearer the platform the chant 
changed to “We want Mosley”. 

Even though the police had linked arms to 
create a path for Mullally, as he got deeper 
into the fascist crowd they came at him 
through the police line, punching and kicking. 
At one point Mullally went down under the 
blows. “The hubbub was enormous, it was 
bedlam. I ended up in the middle of a circle 
of cops, I couldn’t go forward or backwards 
and it was frightening. I was right in the mid- 
dle of the fascists. I thought if this blue line 
breaks I’ve had it. That’s when the 43 Group 
appeared, they punched through the police 
lines and got me out of there into a nearby 
street.” 

The 43 Group escorted Mullally across 
Kingsland Road into Sandringham Street, 
where they had put up their own platform. 
This was a small meeting because the police 
were holding the crowd back in John 
Campbell Street. Shortly afterwards the 
police closed down the 43 Group meeting as 
they attempted to contain the situation. The 


lis his own fight against Mosley 


An exclusive Searchlight interview by Steve Silver 








43 Group then took Mullally 
into Ridley Road to the 
Communist Party platform — 
the roof of a loudspeaker car. 
This was an even smaller 
meeting as most people were 
in John Campbell Street. As 
he was about to be helped up 
onto the roof to speak, he 
heard the sound of a Nazi 
song and the tramping of 
feet. Then some 200 
Blackshirts charged at 
Mullally’s small group. The 
fighting went on for quite a 
while and the anti-fascists 
were heavily outnumbered. 
The Communists’ car was 
smashed up. 


Alex Baron 
convicted 


Alex Baron (far right) was convicted 
at Horseferry Road Magistrates Court 
on 27 January of sending a malicious 
communication to a woman DSS 
officer. He was fined £200 and 
ordered to pay £100 towards the 
prosecution costs within seven days. 
The highlight of the proceedings 
was a failed attempt by Baron to 
have Searchlight’s editor, Gerry 
Gable, removed from the court. 
Otherwise it was a pretty boring way 
for the editor to spend his birthday. 
Seated with Baron outside the 
court and helping him sift through 
his paperwork was the well known 
British National Party activist Bob 
Gertner (right). Gertner, a railway 








Frederick Mullally, then and now 


Mullally grins as he recalls 
that his strongest image of that 
moment is of “this good old anti- 
fascist woman on top of the plat- 
form with a large bar in her 
hands smacking down anyone 
who came at her”. 

The 43 Group then took 
Mullally into a pub and locked 
the doors. A few stayed with 
him while the rest rejoined the 
fray. He has no doubt that the 
43 Group saved his life. The 
fighting had now spread up and 
down Kingsland Road and 
mounted police went in to clear 
the area. 

Glad to have got away safely, 
Mullally probably did not expect 
to go back to Dalston too quick- 
ly. But the following Sunday he 
received another phone call from 
Geoffrey Bernerd, who told him 
that the 43 Group had held a 
platform in Ridley Road since early in the 
morning and wanted Mullally to speak that 
night. There had been an all-London anti- 
fascist callout of every group and they were 
confident that this time they would rout the 
fascists. A 50-strong group met him at 
Dalston station; this time he accepted the 
bodyguards. 

Mullally addressed a large rally in Ridley 
Road, which was a complete reversal of the 
previous week’s meeting. This time the fas- 
cists were on the fringes of a large anti-fascist 
meeting. After that the Mosleyites never 
again had sovereign rights in the area. Hamm 
went on to write a bitter pamphlet about the 
events called The Battle of Ridley Road. 

After Ridley Road, Mullally addressed var- 
ious meetings of groups including the Jewish 
organisation Maccabi on topics such as “anti- 








worker, appears to spend most of his 
spare time attending court cases, 
when not rushing around with his 
nazi colleagues. 

Let it not be said that Mr Gertner is 
without any social graces. After all, 
he did hold open the courtroom door 
for our editor. 





semitism, the gentile problem” and continued 
to attack the fascists in his column. 

In 1954 he moved away from political jour- 
nalism with his first novel, Danse Macabre, 
which was the first of many bestsellers. 
Eighty this year, he is currently working on a 
new novel, his twentieth book. Some of his 
books have been translated into other lan- 
guages, and one, Clancy, was made into a 
five-part series for television. 

The Mosley series cast Mullally’s mind 
back to the early years of his career as a jour- 
nalist as if it was yesterday. He is strongly of 
the view that Mosley was depicted in far too 
good a light, saying: “They were almost sug- 
gesting he was a genius and a fairly impres- 
sive person. I regard him as a failed politi- 
cian, an idiot, a slavish copy-cat would-be 
statesman and everything that is contemptible 
to anyone that was alive at that time, or since, 
who had any brains in their heads. I wish the 
voice of contempt of any intelligent adult 
creature contemporary to Mosley had been 
voiced.” 

Mullally points out that you only had to see 
Mosley’s followers to see what he was doing. 
He quite deliberately went out to attract the 
lumpen-proletariat in London’s East End 
because he could attract them on a racial 
basis, on prejudice and hatred rather than 
through intellectual argument. 

When Mullally was actively opposing the 
fascists a bullet was fired into his house. The 
following morning he received another bullet 
through the post, wrapped in a note saying 
“there’s plenty more where this came from”. 
He has no regrets about what he did and says 
to today’s anti-fascists, echoing the last para- 
graph of his book, Fascism inside England, 
written over 50 years ago: “One should con- 
front fascist activity and not pretend it doesn’t 
exist. If you don’t confront them then you are 
encouraging them to exist.” 
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5 ROUND-UP on RACISM 





Fe 


arine claims £750,000 
for racial abuse 


Former marine Mark Parchment, 29, 
is claiming £750,000 compensation for 
the systematic racial abuse he suffered. 


The Ministry of Defence is trying to block 
the embarrassing claim by arguing that the 
case has been brought too late. It denies that 
abuse took place. 

Parchment, who has an English mother and 
a Jamaican father, says the racist bullying 
began during nine months of recruit training 
at Lympstone, Devon. 

The section corporal announced he was to 
be called “Badingi” and he was made to carry 
a spear on parade instead of a rifle. All the 
members of the training team, including offi- 
cers, called him “Badingi”. NCOs also 
referred to him as “nigger” and “black bas- 
tard” . 

He was then assigned to Zulu Company, 


which had a “wild” reputation. In a “blacks 
only” initiation ceremony at Arbroath, 
Scotland, he was attacked with scissors and a 
razor and hair and skin were shaved from his 
head. A bucket of urine was thrown over his 
bed. 

He was also “crucified”, by having his 
arms bound to roof beams with adhesive tape 
and his legs left unsupported. 

He deserted in June 1989 and was on the 
run until 1994 when he was recaptured and 
then discharged. He was told that an investi- 
gation into his claims of abuse was under 
way, but nothing more has been heard about 
this. 

In the High Court, John MacKenzie, coun- 
sel for Mr Parchment, said his client did not 
realise he had suffered serious psychiatric 
injury because of his treatment until exam- 
ined by a doctor in May 1996. 


The hearing continues. 

In a separate case, five soldiers from the 
Royal Green Jackets are to be court mar- 
tialled for alleged racial abuse. 

Black soldier Clive Walker, 18, had just 
returned from a tour of duty in Bosnia when 
he was attacked by the thugs. They are 
alleged to have tried to scrub him “clean and 
white” after spraying him with fire extin- 
guishers. 

They also cut up his uniform and civilian 
clothes and urinated on them, smashed his 
locker and trampled on the contents, while 
chanting “black bastard”. They then kicked 
him out of the barrack block in his pyjamas. 

At first the five soldiers were given two 
days in the guardhouse, but someone decided 
to take the incident more seriously and the 
Army’s Special Investigation Branch was 
called in. 


Record damages for police frame-up 


A man who spent five years in jail for 
a crime he did not commit has been 
awarded £200,000 compensation. 


The Chief Constable of the West Midlands, 
Edward Crew, has admitted that his officers 
fabricated evidence against George Lewis, 
32, and has apologised for the miscarriage of 
justice. 

Mr Lewis’s nightmare started 10 years ago 
when he went to reclaim his stolen car from a 
police station. The car had been used in a rob- 
bery, and the police accused him of the crime. 

He was arrested on 21 January, 1987 at his 
home in Bushbury, Wolverhampton, by offi- 
cers from the Serious Crime Squad. While 
being driven to the police station, DC John 
Perkins racially abused him, punched him 
several times on the head and headbutted him. 

DC Perkins and DC Peter Reynolds later 
claimed that Mr Lewis had confessed to a 
robbery during the car journey. 

At Wednesfield police station, Mr Lewis 
was denied access to a solicitor and told to 
sign blank interview sheets. When he refused, 
Perkins struck him around the head and 
threatened him with a bottle and a syringe. 

Mr Lewis asked what the officer was going 
to do with the syringe and the officer said: 
“This will make the black bastard talk”. Mr 
Lewis then signed the blank sheets and was 
subsequently convicted on burglary and two 
robbery charges. He was sentenced to 10 years’ 
imprisonment and his appeal was refused. 
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Mr Lewis was released only because of an 
investigation by the Police Complaints 
Authority into the West Midlands Serious 
Crime Squad. The squad was later disbanded. 

A retrial was due to be heard at 
Nottingham Crown Court, but the prosecution 
offered no evidence. Mr Lewis was released 
from prison on 23 July 1992. 

He launched a claim for compensation in 
January 1993 and it has taken five years for 
the police to admit they were wrong and for 
compensation to be awarded. 

His barrister, Richard Clayton, said: “The 
five years Mr Lewis has spent in prison trau- 
matised him. He became a father shortly after 
conviction and has been deprived of any active 
role in the child’s upbringing. He has suffered 
psychiatric damage as a result of his injuries 
and has lost a secure job in which he would 
have remained had he not been prosecuted.” 

Judge Justice Owen told Mr Lewis: “Nothing 
can put right what was done to you. You have 
been fully vindicated in your complaint.” 

After the case, Mr Lewis said: “I’m still 
extremely angry that I have had to spend five 
hellish years behind bars because of corrupt 
police officers and for crimes I did not commit. 
Money is not the issue here. My life has changed 
completely because of what has happened.” 

He went on: “But though these men per- 
jured themselves in court nothing has hap- 
pened to them. They’re the ones who should 
have been in the dock.” 

Five police officers were involved in the 


case. None of them has been prosecuted or 
faced any disciplinary action. DC Perkins is 
said to have been involved in at least 23 cases 
where false confessions were extracted. He 
has since died. DC Reynolds retired in 
November 1996. One unnamed officer retired 
on the day George Lewis was awarded his 
compensation. 

In a separate case, a black couple have been 
paid £62,500 by the Metropolitan Police. 

Audley Harrison, 26, an amateur boxing 
champion, and Hazel Bruno-Gilbert, 31, saw 
what they thought was an excessively violent 
arrest in May 1993. 

They followed the police van to Stoke 
Newington police station, intending to make a 
complaint. 

The couple say they were not allowed to 
make a statement and were then assaulted and 
falsely imprisoned. Mr Harrison, a student, 
was charged with obstructing a police officer, 
while Ms Bruno-Gilbert, an accountancy assis- 
tant, was charged with assault. Both charges 
were thrown out by Highbury magistrates. 

The Metropolitan Police agreed to pay Ms 
Bruno-Gilbert £35,000 and Mr Harrison 
£27,500 while still denying the allegations. 
No police officer accused of assaulting the 
couple has been prosecuted or disciplined. 

Mr Harrison, the Commonwealth super 
heavyweight champion, said: “I don’t feel 
justice has been done. I had gone to that 
police station as an honest citizen. I ended up 
believing I was fighting for my life.” 


Shop worker convicted for 
racist phone calls 


A man has been convicted for waging 
a racist hate campaign by telephone 
against an Asian family, in which he 
threatened to attack them. 


The calls were eventually traced to 
Burton’s shop at Gatwick Airport, and 
employee Gary Clifford, 20, was charged. 

Clifford admitted making menacing and 
offensive calls. The court heard how up to 
four abusive phone calls a day were made to 
an Asian family living in Crawley. 

Prosecutor Nigel Knight said: “The caller 
threatened to set an extreme right wing politi- 
cal group on the family.” 

Clifford said that unless the family left the 
country their house would be petrol bombed 
and their car blown up. 

Sentencing was adjourned after Clifford’s 
solicitor, Sylvia Bertodeino, said Clifford 
denied threatening to fire bomb. 


Southeast London 


An Asian shopkeeper was murdered on 
Plumstead High Street on 6 January. 
Muhammed Rafique Khan was stabbed to 
death outside his clothes shop. 

Police say the murder was not a racist 
attack but an attempted robbery. But local 
people maintain that the area has become 
notorious for racist attacks and abuse. 

Surinder Cheema, of the Greenwich Action 
Committee Against Racist Attacks, said: 
“Gangs of white youths congregate near the 
shops and then come up to the High Street to 
abuse the shopkeepers and stop customers 
from going in.” 

Gurdeep Singh Bharaj, 28, who works in 
Daddoo’s food market, said: “It’s not a no-go 
area but it has gone downhill over the last 
four or five years. You get a lot of people 
hanging around and there are a lot of drugs. 

“Race relations in this area are getting a bit 
tense. There are loads of 15- to 16-year-old 
kids who hang around in groups. It’s drugs 
and having nothing to do.” 

After an initial hunt for a teenager, the police 
say they are now seeking an older person and 
there is no clear evidence of racial crime. 





Sacked over a headscarf 


A Muslim woman, who started to wear 
a headscarf after a_ pilgrimage to 
Mecca, was sacked three months later. 

An industrial tribunal in Bedford has ruled 
that Farida Khanum, 21, was unfairly dismissed 
by IBC Vehicles, a subsidiary of General 
Motors. The tribunal also said there was a “cul- 
ture of discrimination” at the Luton factory, 
which makes parts for the Vauxhall Frontera. 

Ms Khanum achieved the highest exam 
grades among IBC apprentices in 1995.When 
she began wearing the head covering, in line 
with Islamic modesty requirements, she was 
mocked by fellow workers. One of them 
referred to Ms Khanum as “Yasser Arafat”. 

A manager told her: “I can’t have you 
walking around like that on my shop floor”. 


Lancaster 


A group set up to tackle racism in Lancaster 
has called for better education about differ- 
ent cultures and religions to challenge racial 
stereotypes, more publicity about anti 
racism in the district, and better information 
on how to make complaints about racial 
harassment. 

The recommendations, by the Lancaster 
District Multi-Agency Panel, resulted from a 
survey, which found that Lancaster had a 
“generally good” reputation in terms of 
racial harassment, but that racist name call- 
ing had been experienced by most of those 
questioned. 

A spokesman for the agency said: “The 
report highlights a spectrum of experi- 
ences of racism in Lancaster. Incidents 
like name calling, harassment on the 
streets or in school seem trivial but they 
are the kind of experiences that black peo- 
ple have to cope with every day.” 


Members of ethnic groups viewed some 
parts of the district very negatively. 





Strathclyde 


The Chief Constable of Strathclyde has 
reported a massive increase in the number of 
racial incidents. In the nine months from 1 
April to 31 December 1997, 332 racial inci- 
dents were reported to the police, compared 
with 206 for the previous 12 months. The fig- 
ures would have been even worse if the full 
12 months’ incidents had been taken. 

Chief Constable John Orr said he believed 
the rise was the result of more people being 
willing to report racial incidents, because of 
improved race relations procedures. 

“The figures indicate that the vast majority of 
reported racial crime in this area does not 
involve serious violence,” he said. “However, 
daily racist taunts, unpleasant graffiti and acts of 
minor intimidation make life a misery for people 
who wish nothing more than to be left in peace. 

“Strathclyde Police is totally opposed to 
racism in any form and I believe that the lat- 
est figures indicate our determination to show 
the community that we will not tolerate such 
crime in this force area.” 





A packed audience listened to Dr Len Crome (ieft) speaking on General 
Walter (Karol Swierczewski), the man who fought fascism in three armies — 
the Army of the Spanish Republic, the Red Army and the Polish Army. 
General Walter’s daughter sat on the platform of the meeting, held by the 
International Brigade Association in the Brigade Room of the Marx Memorial 


Library in London. 


Dr Crome served as the medical officer of the 35th Division of the 
International Brigade and then with the British army throughout the Second 
World War. One of the more fascinating aspects of his lecture concerned the 
arguments over the circumstances of General Walter’s wartime death on the 
Polish Ukrainian border. The official line is that he was killed in an ambush by 
Ukrainian nationalists fighting for the Nazis after taking the heroic but foolish 
risk of going into a dangerous war zone without adequate protection. However, 
some believe that he was set up to be killed by the then Soviet intelligence ser- 
vice, the NKVD, which had already disposed of a number of people who had 
fought for the Spanish Republic but, for whatever reason, had incurred Stalin’s 


wrath. 


The meeting was chaired by the veteran International Brigade officer Bill 


Alexander (right) 
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Britain strengthens ‘Fortress Europe’ 


The British government, during its 
presidency of the European Union, 
has put forward proposals to make it 
harder for political refugees to enter 
Europe. 


The 47-point action plan was submitted to 
EU ministers meeting in Birmingham on 30 
January. It includes developing the Eurodac 
fingerprints database, training for airline 
check-in staff in spotting forged identity doc- 
uments, and increased sanctions for airlines 
that bring illegal immigrants into the EU. 

It proposes that if an asylum seeker can be 
proved to have entered any EU state, other 
EU states will not have to deal with the asy- 
lum application. 

The immediate reason for the harsher rules 
is the influx of 2,000 Kurdish refugees into 
Italy at the start of January. The aim of the 
new policy is to prevent asylum seekers from 
entering Europe at all, and otherwise to 
deport them as quickly as possible. 

Italy has abolished the 15-day period dur- 


ing which refugees were allowed to leave the 
country. In future refugees will be held in 
detention centres. EU funds may be available 
to build them. 

Kurdish refugees who lack Iraqi or Turkish 
papers, or an EU visa — which is very diffi- 
cult for asylum seekers to obtain — will face 
instant deportation. 

In one recent case, a Kurdish refugee was 
sent back to Turkey by the German police, 
with his documents. In Turkey he was arrest- 
ed, tortured and sentenced to prison for hay- 
ing documents from the PKK Kurdish sepa- 
ratist group. 

Friso Roscam Abbing, of the European 
Council for Refugees and Exiles, described 
the British plan as “extremely disappointing. 
Out of the 47 points which make up this plan, 
33 are about tightening controls and making 
it more difficult for the Kurds to enter.” 

One particularly controversial part of the 
plan is the idea of creating “safe havens” in 
Iraq and Turkey for Kurds afraid of persecu- 
tion. This at least recognises that Kurds are 


subject to persecution, whereas until recently 
the line was that the refugees were all “eco- 
nomic migrants”. 

Nick Hardwick, director of the UK’s 
Refugee Council, said: “The cat is out of the 
bag. You do not need a safe area for econom- 
ic migrants.” 

The “safe area” in Turkey would presum- 
ably be controlled by the Turkish govern- 
ment, which has been accused of systematic 
repression of its Kurdish minority. The war 
against rebels fighting for Kurdish autonomy 
in Turkey has so far cost 37,000 lives. 

A government report, leaked to the press, 
has revealed that the Turkish state has been 
involved in a dirty war against Kurdish polit- 
ical leaders. 

Government undercover forces murdered 
Kurdish MP Mehmet Sincar and Behcet 
Kanturk, a Kurdish businessman who 
financed the Kurdish newspaper Ozgur 
Gundem. The newspaper was closed down by 
bomb attacks on its offices in Istanbul and 
Ankara. 


Most racial abuse 
happens at school 


A survey by Leicester Young People’s Council found that 
most racist abuse of young people takes place at school. It 
has called for urgent action to remedy the situation. 

Almost one third of reported racist incidents were likely 
to take place in the classroom, with a further 41.4 per cent 
in the play ground. 

The survey involved 1,628 youngsters at 17 schools in 
Leicester. 

The Young People’s Council, formed in March 1997 to 
give a voice to young people, is made up of 32 pupils from 
Leicester schools. 

Joe Morrison, chair of the YPC, said: “I was 
shocked by the amount of racism that appeared to be 
going on within the school environment, particularly 
the classroom. 

“The Young People’s Council was concerned that stu- 
dents were not aware of any measures being taken by 
schools to combat racism. Some schools, for instance, 
aren’t even advertising their policy and services like coun- 
selling for the victims of racism.” 

The majority of school students, almost seven out of 10, 
had witnessed a racist incident. Over half had been on the 
receiving end of racist abuse. Generally this was verbal 
abuse, although 15.9 per cent said they had experienced 
physical attacks. 

After the school, the street was the most likely place for 
abuse to occur, with more than half the youngsters ques- 
tioned reporting it. 

Over half said they had not told anyone about the 
attack, with many saying they were too scared. When they 
did report an incident, only one third said that the person 
they told did something about it. 

The YPC has called for all schools to develop racism 
policies, for teachers to be more aware of racist incidents 
and to challenge racist behaviour, and for schools to set up 
counselling services for victims of racist abuse. 

Councillor Ross Willmott, chair of the Education 
Committee, said: “Racism is a barrier to achievement. 
That is why it must end in all city schools.” 
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Padstow keeps ‘nigger 
minstrel’ festival 


People in Padstow, Cornwall, have been quick to defend their 
“Darkie Day” festival from outside criticism. During the festival, 
held on Boxing Day and New Year’s Day, local people parade 
through the town made up as caricatures of black people, with black 
faces and exaggerated white rings around their eyes and mouths. 

Calling themselves “nigger minstrels” or “darkies”, they sing 
songs with titles such as “Old Mother Nipper-Nopper” and 
“Bungananary” and collect money for charity. On New Year’s 
Day this year only £300 was collected, which hardly seems 
enough to justify the festival. 

The festival started in the 19th century, when slave ships came in 
during bad weather. The slaves would sing and dance on the quay. 

Bernie Grant, MP described the festival as offensive and com- 
mented: “I thought the days when white people dressed up as 
black people were well behind us. To find this type of behaviour 
going on in parts of Britain shows little progress has been made 
in race relations.” . 

Mr Grant visited the South West in August for a ceremony in 
remembrance of slaves who drowned when the ship, The London, 
sank off the Ilfracombe coast in 1796. 

Ziggy Holder, the only black person living in Padstow, said he 
did not find Darkie Day offensive and thought Bernie Grant 
should apologise for his remarks. He said local people were 
“some of the nicest people you could wish to meet. They are not 
racists foaming at the mouth, they are big people — gentle giants 
really. My sons who live in London thought it was hilarious but 
said they wouldn’t be able to get away with it there.” 

Muhammed Dhalesh, of the National Association of Citizens 
Advice Bureaux, said: ‘This just wouldn’t happen somewhere like 
Bristol. We have had local councils here describe people of ethnic 
origin as coloured and foreign. It’s ignorance.” 

Eileen Bortrey, chair of Cornwall Racial Equality Council, 
commented: ‘Such ‘ceremonies’, while not intentionally racist, 
can still instil a fear in black people and deter them from visiting 
or living in Padstow.” 

Letters to a local paper were mostly in favour of Darkie Day. 
Writers complained about “political correctness going totally 
insane”, the “ancient tradition’ being “dictated to by bureau- 
crats’’. There were, however, a few dissenting voices. One wrote: 
“Darkie Day is an embarrassment to anyone in Cornwall with a 
brain and should be abolished immediately.” 





"No pasaran!" 





INTERNATICSAL BRIGADE 


In honour of the volunteers who left 
Hammersmith and Fulham to f ightin the 
International Brigade, Spain 19361929. 

They fought alongside the Spanish people to stop 
Fascism and save liberty and peace for all. 

They went because their open eyes could see no other way 








Fascists have carried out an attack on the Bishops 
Park memorial for West Londoners who died fighting 
in Spain, erected by Hammersmith and Fulham 
Trades Council. The damage is not a daubing, but 
caused by impact. Former soldiers say it strongly 
resembles a shotgun blast. The attack is typical of the 
fascist cowards who respect neither living nor dead 


Black councillors deselected 


The Labour Party has been accused of 
systematically replacing black council- 
lors with white candidates in advance 
of the May elections. 


Lester Holloway, secretary of the all-party 
National Association of Black, Asian and 
Ethnic Minority Councillors, said: 
“Leadership at a council level seem to be car- 
rying out the bidding of a national Labour 
Party leadership which is anxious not to 
select people they consider to be trouble 
makers. Speaking out on race issues brands 
you a trouble maker.” 

However, Mr Holloway, who has himself 
been deselected in Hammersmith and 
Fulham, west London, told Searchlight that 
the problem was not limited to Labour coun- 


cillors but seemed to be occurring in all par- 
ties. Black agents and party officials were 
also losing their posts. But it would be wrong 
to oversimplify the issue. His organisation 
was planning to commission a full study by 
Warwick University after the May elections. 

In London there has been particular con- 
cern that black councillors have been 
replaced by young white professionals. These 
new candidates, many of them researchers for 
MPs, and in their twenties, have been dubbed 
the “Blair babes”. The shift is seen as an 
attempt to change the image of the party in 
London. 

The process has left 20 black and Asian 
councillors without seats in London. In 
Camden only one black councillor out of 
seven survived the selection procedure, while 


in Lambeth two black women councillors 
from Brixton, both of whom have served as 
mayor, have been replaced by white candi- 
dates. 

The pattern is repeated around the country. 
In Reading two out of three black women 
councillors have been deselected. In 
Birmingham Raghib Ahsan, a popular and 
hard-working councillor for the Sparkhill 
ward, has been replaced by a white candidate 
imposed by the national party. 

Out of a total of 23,000 councillors nation- 
ally, currently only 500 are black. 

Huw Evans, Labour spokesman for 
London, claimed that there would be as many 
black candidates in May as in 1994 and that 
“none” of the black councillors had been des- 
elected because of their colour. 


Big companies fail 
black graduates 


A study of 11 large companies, including some well known house- 
hold names, has found that they discriminate against black job 
applicants. All the companies, which included two large manufac- 
turing companies, two of the big banks, two retail organisations, 
two finance firms and a large transport group, said they were 
committed to equal opportunities. 

When the researchers examined 55,832 applications from grad- 
uates, they found that white applicants stood almost twice as 
much chance of being selected as black or Asian candidates. 

Discrimination seemed mainly to occur during the pre-selection 
and final assessment stages. Somewhat surprisingly, black candi- 
dates were not disadvantaged by the interview stage. 
Unfortunately this did not do them much good, as they were likely 
to be rejected in the final assessment. 

Afro-Caribbean candidates fared worst, in that they were only 
half as likely to succeed in the pre-selection stage as those of 
Indian origin. Indians did better than Bangladeshis and Chinese 
graduates generally did better than whites. 

The study was carried out by Susan Scott of the Commission 
for Racial Equality and Richard Kwiatkowski of the University of 
East London. 

Mr Kwiatkowski said: “Of course we were surprised. These 
companies represented the very best employers to cooperate with 
our study. They were all ‘blue chip’ companies. Can you imagine 
what the worst employers might have turned out to be?” 

Both researchers believe that cultural factors rather than delib- 
erate direct discrimination are likely to be behind the disadvan- 
tage suffered by black candidates. 












Death in custody 
verdict challenged 


The family of music promoter Brian Douglas, who died 
in police custody in 1995, have launched a bid to over- 
turn the “misadventure” verdict of the inquest jury. 

Mr Douglas died after suffering “massive” brain dam- 
age, with his skull fractured in seven places. He became 
ill in his cell and died in hospital five days later. 

The officers who arrested him claimed that Mr 
Douglas was clubbed on the arm and shoulder after he 
pulled out a canister of CS gas. PC Paul Harrison said 
that one blow glanced off the shoulder and struck Mr 
Douglas on the side of the head. Both officers denied 
striking Mr Douglas on the head. 

Eyewitness Stafford Soloman, a friend of Mr Douglas, 
said he saw PC Mark Tuffey strike two hard blows on 
Mr Douglas’s head with a two-foot baton. 

Adrian Fulford QC, counsel for the family, argued in 
the High Court that the coroner, Sir Montague Levine, 
was wrong to allow evidence of 33-year-old Brian 
Douglas’s previous convictions. These included posses- 
sion of cannabis with intent to supply, theft, a 12 to 15- 
year-old conviction for assault, a 13-year-old conviction 
for possessing an offensive weapon, and dishonest han- 
dling. 

Mr Fulford said the offences were irrelevant in helping 
the jury decide whether Mr Douglas was about to assault 
the police officers when he was clubbed about the head. 
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Bombers in Bliicher’s shadow 


wo Austrian fascist terrorists 

received shelter in Sweden 

from a gang of hard-core nazis 
connected with the British terror 
group Combat 18. Wolfgang Tomsits 
and Christian Anderle were wanted by 
Interpol and the Austrian police for 
their suspected involvement in a series 
of gruesome letter bombings in 
Austria, which left four people dead 
and several seriously injured. 

The revelation that safe-housing was pro- 
vided in Sweden is the latest twist in the con- 
flict that is tearing apart an important seg- 
ment of the international nazi movement. 

The ongoing civil war pits the Swedish 
White Power magazine Nordland and its 
American sister magazine Resistance, against 
C18 and its Swedish supporters, the National 
Socialist Front (NSF) and the nazi prisoners’ 
organisation, the Aryan Brotherhood. 

The Nordland movement, which organised 
the much publicised New Year gig that led to 
a mass arrest of 314 nazis, is supported by 
large parts of the skinhead movement in 
Stockholm and Gothenburg. 

Behind Resistance lies the top US nazi 
killer David Lane, a key figure in the US nazi 
terrorist organisation, The Order, which was 
smashed by the FBI in the mid 1980s. Several 
former key activists in the Order-inspired ter- 
rorist group White Aryan Resistance (VAM) 
are among the leaders of Nordland, as are 
leading activists of the defunct nazi organisa- 
tion Reich Front. 

The conflict between the rival nazi factions 
is not about ideological differences, as 
Nordland and C18 have almost identical 
viewpoints, although there are nuances of 
emphasis. Nordland has tried to tone down its 
previous outrageous revolutionary rhetoric, 
while C18 has taken pride in its ability to 
carry out acts of violence and openly propa- 
gates terrorism. 

More important reasons for the conflict are 
simple greed and cash. It is a fight for control 
of the lucrative White Power industry, which 
has an annual turnover of hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds. 

Much of the political strife between the 
warring factions has centred on Scandinavia. 
C18 has striven to establish a foothold and 
organisational structure in Scandinavia in the 
past year, but before it can succeed it must 
destroy Nordland. 

C18 has managed to enlist the support of 
several Scandinavian nazi groups. A key link 
in the C18 network appears to be the Swedish 
record company Ragnarock Records, one of 
the main producers of nazi CDs in recent 
years. 
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Above: Erik Blicher, alias Nilsen, (in dark glasses). Below: the arrest of Wolfgang 
Tomsits, one of the Austrian terrorists Bliicher sheltered in Sweden 





The thread from Ragnarock Records leads 
inexorably to the former Norwegian fiihrer 
Erik Nilsen, alias Erik Bliicher, a key figure 
in Scandinavian nazism during the 1970s and 
1980s. For several years Nilsen kept a low 
profile and attempted to distance himself 
from his reputation as one of Scandinavia’s 
most important nazi leaders. Publicly, he 
denies any connection with militant nazi 
groups and denies or at least refuses to 
comment on allegations of involvement in 
nazi groups. He nevertheless has a long nazi 
pedigree. 

In the 1970s, as the leader of the Militant 
Norwegian Front (NF), he was far better 
known under his original name of Bliicher. 
He was forced to dissolve the NF following a 
much publicised bomb attack on a trade union 
May Day parade in Oslo in 1979. Shortly 
afterwards, he reformed his organisation as 
the National People’s Party — Nasjonalt 
Folkeparti. That group ceased in 1985, after 


its members carried out a bomb attack on a 
mosque in Oslo. By that time Bliicher had 
already left both the party and Norway. 

Bliicher moved to England in 1982 and 
took up residence in Brighton with Anthony 
Hancock, printer to the international nazi 
movement. He changed his name to Nilsen a 
year later and moved to southern Sweden, 
where he set up shop in Helsingborg. There 
he has made a living running a string of mail 
order firms distributing nazi propaganda, 
books, videos and more recently CDs. 

When Lars Magnus Westrup, the veteran 
nazi founder of Ragnarock Records, died in 
1995, Nilsen was quick to assume control. 
Competing with Nordland, Ragnarock rose to 
become one of the largest international pro- 
ducers of racist White Power music. 

One of Nilsen’s closest allies is the 
German-born nazi Marcel Schilf, who runs 
the media company NS88 in Denmark. NS88 
is a major European producer of nazi videos. 
In January 1997, one of Schilf’s associates, 
Thomas Derry Nakaba, was arrested after 
travelling from Denmark to Malmé in 
Sweden to post three letter bombs to Britain. 

The bombs were camouflaged as video 
tapes and were part of a consignment of 40 
bombs designed to be the largest letter bomb 
campaign in Europe to date. When Danish 
police arrested Nakaba he opened fire and 
shot and injured a police officer. 

During his trial, Nakaba admitted that the 
bombing campaign had been directed by C18 
in London. Nakaba also confessed that C18 
had attempted to persuade him to travel to 


Sweden with a gun to kill a leading Nordland 
activist, Per Anders “the Pie’ Johansson. 
Nakaba bailed out because he did not want to 
risk crossing an international border with a 
weapon. 

Schilf and Nilsen have been running the so- 
called Club Valhalla in Helsingborg on 
Sweden’s west coast. Located in an industrial 
area, it consists of a recording studio, concert 
hall, meeting place and, it now turns out, a 
safe-house for international terrorists. 

On the run, Tomsits and Anderle went to 
South Africa where they teamed up with 
Eugene Terre’blanche’s Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement (AWB). In February 1995 they 
turned up in Sweden and worked for a while 
in Nilsen’s and Schilf’s nazi companies. Later 
that year Tomsits returned to Austria, where 
he was captured by the police and sentenced 
to four years in prison for his part in the 
bombings and for vandalising a Jewish ceme- 
tery. Anderle avoided capture and returned to 
Sweden in 1996, where he stayed well into 
L997: 

In September 1997 Niclas Léfdahl, leader 
of the Aryan Brotherhood, was arrested for 
posting a bomb to the Justice Minister, Laila 
Freivalds. The charges against him include 
the planned assassination of Johansson and 
intending to send a letter bomb to Sweden’s 
national chief of police, Sten Heckscher. 

Léfdahl had made the Freivalds bomb, pos- 
sibly with Anderle’s help, during a brief leave 
from his prison sentence. Planning murder 
and mayhem from his prison cell, Lofdahl, a 
vicious and uncontrollable psychopath, had 
explosives stashed at a nearby exercise 
ground. The bomb sent to Freivalds, however, 
was manufactured in the apartment of Maria 
Mikkonen, Léfdahl’s girlfriend. 

At the time, Mikkonen was living in south- 
ern Sweden and working at Ragnarock 
Records. A police raid on her apartment pro- 
duced evidence that Anderle was being shel- 
tered in the next-door apartment. This apart- 
ment was owned by another employee of 
Ragnarock Records. 

A terrorist on the run needs good communi- 
cations, and in 1996 Anderle bought a mobile 
telephone. The owner of the apartment 
refused to allow Anderle to have his tele- 
phone bills sent to his address. Anderle 
turned to Mikkonen, who agreed that he 
could use her address. 

When questioned by the police six months 
later Léfdahl refused to say much about 
’ Anderle. It appears that Anderle had attempt- 
ed to spread an unconvincing rumour that he 
was dead. 

Mikkonen has been more forthcoming and 
has admitted that Bliicher visited her apart- 
ment in the company of Anderle and an 
American nazi, Bart Alsbrook, yet another 
Ragnarock employee. 

It is fitting that Anderle, wanted for letter 
bombing, had contact with the would-be letter 
bomber Léfdahl. The membership of 
Lofdahl’s Aryan Brotherhood is made up of 
some of the most violent nazis in Sweden, 
with convictions for arson, serious assaults 
and murder. 

Bliicher and Ragnarock Records appear to 
play an important part in this milieu. In pri- 
vate correspondence with another Aryan 
Brotherhood member, Lofdahl states that 
Ragnarock Records gave him free use of the 


company photocopying machine to produce 
the Brotherhood’s magazine. 

Léfdahl’s letter bomb to Freivalds was sent 
to harass and intimidate, not to kill. The 
bomb was not set to explode, but in a note 
Lofdahl threatened that the next bomb would 
be for real. He also confessed to planning to 
send a live bomb to a prison officer. 

The reason Freivalds was a target is simple. 
According to Lofdahl she represents the high- 
est judicial authority of the Swedish “Zionist 
Occupation Government” (ZOG) in nazi ter- 
minology, and is personally responsible for 
the “persecution of innocent nationalists” as 
well as pushing an agenda of stricter punish- 
ment for racist crimes. 


The magazine Viking Order, published in 
English by Ragnarock Records, echoes 
Léfdahl’s views. The lead story in its most 
recent issue is a frontal assault on Freivalds 
titled “A message from Sweden’s nationalists 
to the authorities: Stop provoking us!” 

The story describes Freivalds as the leader 
of a “Stasi” police organisation trying to “ban 
nationalist music and persecuting and impris- 
oning CD producers, political activists and 
anti-Zionist writers”. Viking Order warns that 
the “patience of Sweden’s nationalist youth is 
about to run out”, and concludes that they 
“will have no choice but to go underground”. 


From our Swedish correspondent and EXPO 











Blicher’s ally Marcel Schilf (centre in black shirt), a computer and explosives 
expert, at the 1995 Rudolf Hess memorial rally in Roskilde, Denmark 


Police stop second Nordland gig 


Promising vengeance for the police action 
against the New Year gig that ended in the 
arrests of the American nazi skinhead band 
Max Resist and 314 other fascists of various 
nationalities, the nazis behind Nordland mag- 
azine attempted to stage a benefit concert on 
31 January. Their efforts were again thwarted 
by police, who mobilised nearly 300 officers 
from four counties. 

The gig was arranged by a Nordland-run 
anti-Combat 18 outfit calling itself Blood and 
Honour, based in Sédertilje, south of 
Stockholm, in an attempt to “raise funds” 
(and no doubt line their own pockets) for the 
arrested nazis. The preparations, which had 
been closely monitored by both anti-fascists 
and police, included the booking of several 
venues in small towns close to Stockholm. 

Action began the day before the gig, when 
the British band Brutal Attack arrived at a 
local airport. Customs officers, who had been 
forewarned of their arrival, made an unusual- 
ly detailed inspection of their luggage. When 
they found nazi propaganda material, includ- 
ing several CDs, they concluded that the band 
were intending to commit the crime of incit- 
ing racial hatred. They were dispatched home 
on the first available flight to London. 

Despite the loss of the gig’s main attrac- 
tion, around 150 Nazis from Sweden and 
Norway turned up at various times on the 
Saturday evening. They were met by police, 


who subjected every suspicious looking char- 
acter to enthusiastic searches. 

After a few hours of this treatment, the 
boneheads sullenly retreated to local pubs, 
only to find themselves subjected to even 
more rigorous surveillance. For a few hours, 
the police monitored small groups of skin- 
heads in ten different locations within a 50- 
kilometre radius from Stockholm. As the 
evening went on, Blood and Honour realised 
they were unable to rally the many small 
groups together and threw in the towel. 

The recent police activity against the nazis 
follows criticism of the police role at the 
Kristallnacht demonstration in Stockholm on 
8 November last year. Then they escorted the 
nazi mob which paraded through Stockholm 
in the first openly announced anti-Jewish 
rally since the Second World War. 

Sources say that Nordland made a net loss 
of £20,000 on the New Year gig, and that the 
bill for the 31 January flop will reach 
£10,000. A few more gigs like this and 
Nordland will start to feel the pinch. An unof- 
ficial Nordland spokesman has already told 
the media that he believes that it will be 
impossible to stage large concerts in the near 
future, and that the nazis might have to find 
alternative propaganda methods to White 
Power music. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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Trigger-happy nazi gets six-year jail term 


One of Norway’s most notorious nazis, the 
convicted double murderer Johnny Olsen, has 
collected yet more convictions for violence. 
In early February, an Oslo court sentenced 
him to six years’ jail, four of which were sus- 
pended. He had been found guilty of: 

@ illegal possession of a Browning 765 pistol 
@ threatening anti-fascists with a gun and 
opening fire in an Oslo pub on 9 July 1995 

@ firing several shots at anti-fascist demon- 
strators and injuring an Iranian passer-by on 
17 May 1996 

@ stealing a bike to escape from the pub inci- 
dent and threatening the owner of the bike 
with a gun 

@ using a knife to threaten anti-fascists in an 
Oslo pub on 7 February 1997. 

Demonstrating his rabid paranoia, Olsen 
appeared in court in a bullet-proof vest. Since 
anti-fascists have not fired at fascists in 
Norway since 1945, one can only conclude 
that he was afraid of some of his nazi friends, 
among whom it is widely rumoured that he is 
a long-term police informer. The light sen- 
tence is likely to strengthen these suspicions. 

In his statement Olsen tried to lay 
such rumours to rest with a declaration 
that he would go underground — some of 
his friends would indeed like to put him 
there — and strike back hard if he did not 
receive just treatment. 

In another case, the Norwegian 
attorney-general has, incredibly, 
dropped charges against all the nazis 
arrested for plotting against the govern- 
ment last spring. Although _hit-lists 
naming government figures were found 
in their possession, the justice authori- 
ties concluded that there was not enough 
evidence to proceed. Some of the nazis 
could still be charged with illegal 
possession of sawn-off shotguns and 
five kilograms of dynamite. 

According to the daily Verdens Gang, 
one of the plotters, the convicted armed 
robber Tom Kimmo Eiternes, was a police 
mole. Eiternes is already somewhat out of 
favour after running away from anti-fascists 
in October, dressed in a Ku Klux Klan outfit. 
The latest report will do little to enhance his 
popularity. 

Meanwhile, another of Norway’s most 
violent nazis, Werner Holm, from Harestua, 
north of Oslo, was arrested at the beginning 
of February after stabbing an immigrant. 
Another two nazis were arrested later. 

A gang of nazis had been drinking in an 
Oslo apartment and were on their way to a 
nearby bar. On the way they met two immi- 
grants and immediately attacked them. One of 
the victims was able to escape, but the other 
was subjected to a vicious beating. Holm 
completed the job by producing a knife and 
stabbing the man, puncturing his lung. 
Luckily, the victim survived after being 
rushed to hospital. 

Holm, 24, has been on the Oslo nazi scene 
for some years. His first claim to infamy 
came in 1993, when he burned a cross outside 
a hostel for refugees in Harestua. He was one 
of the nazi mob with Olsen on 17 May 1996, 
when Olsen shot at anti-fascist demonstrators. 
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Above: police photographs of Johnny Olsen. Below Left: Werner Holm, unlike 
Olsen, he prefers the knife to the gun. Below right: Per Oyvind Monge 











Later that year, he smashed a beer 
glass in the face of a 17-year-old 
immigrant in the nazi stronghold of 
H@gnefoss. 

On 17 May last year, he was arrested 
for stabbing a passer-by during a clash with 
anti-fascists in Oslo’s central station. Two 
weeks later, he led a squad of nazi louts in an 
attack on two young anti-fascists. 

Holm is also centrally involved in the white 
power music milieu and was one of the 
organisers of the Max Resist and the 
Hooligans concert in Nittedal on New Year’s 
Eve. He also plays in the nazi band Vidkuns 
Venner, the Friend of Vidkun, named after 
Norwegian wartime traitor Vidkun Quisling. 

The New Year’s Eve concert has caused 
problems among the Norwegian nazis, who 
appear to be running scared of both sides in 
the ongoing international nazi civil war 
between Combat 18/NS88 and 
Nordland/Resistance. Norway’s would-be 
fiihrer Michael Knutsen is unable to decide 
which side to support and is playing both 
sides against the middle. He has steadfastly 
refused to answer press inquiries about why 
his rag, Fritt Forum, is listed as a C18 con- 
tact. Perhaps C18’s visitors to Norway did not 


bother to ask him, or 
maybe he agreed just 
to get rid of them. 
Through his mail- 
order outfit, Nord 
Effekter, Knutsen is 
arranging concerts 
with Nordland and 
hawking its material, 
including CDs. On the 
other hand, he contin- 
ues to sell C18’s wares 
through his old friend 
Per @Myvind Monge, 
31. 

Monge has now 
admitted that he is a 
main contact of C18. 
His admission came 
after he was exposed 
in Searchlight’s 
Norwegian sister mag- 
azine, Monitor. In an 
interview with the daily Arbeiderbladet, he 
acknowledged his links with the British nazi 
terrorists but added that he had not promised 
C18 that he would carry out acts of violence. 
Monge was raided by the police on 30 August 
and he is currently under investigation for 
four different incidents of violence, harass- 
ment and issuing threats. 

The two other nazis arrested for the stab- 
bing were Petter Gundersen and Tom André 
Eid Larsen, both aged 18. Members of the 
Nordland-aligned Viking group, they had 
both previously been arrested in May 1996 
after the Olsen shooting incident. Gundersen 
was expelled as a nazi infiltrator from the 
youth organisation of Carl I Hagen’s Progress 
Party in June 1996. Larsen is a well known 
bonehead thug from the Oslo suburb of Boler 
and has frequently been seen at soccer match- 
es in the city. 





From our Norwegian correspondent and 
Monitor 


German 


nazis unite 
in NPD 


Following several years of intensive cadre 
training, the German nazi movement has suc- 
ceeded in uniting under the banner of the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD). 

Because of its status as a fully legal elec- 
toral party, the NPD has functioned as a bolt- 
hole for members of banned organisations 
such as the Nationalistische Front (NF) and 
the Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 
(FAP), which were outlawed in 1992 and 
1995 respectively. 

This was particularly evident at the party’s 
national election congress, held in Passau in 
Bavaria on 8 February, in which at least 3,000 
nazis — the NPD claimed 6,500 — took part. 
Around 3,000 anti-fascists demonstrated out- 
side the hall. 

The events in Passau only confirmed devel- 
opments at the NPD’s conference a few 
weeks earlier in  Stavenhagen in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, at which a signif- 
icant number of militant nazis, including the 
former NF officers Steffen Hupka and Jens 
Piihse, were voted into the party leadership. 

Founded in 1964, the NPD had its heyday 
in the 1960s, when it was the leading organi- 
sation on the extreme right. In the 1969 feder- 
al elections, it only narrowly failed to cross 
the 5 per cent hurdle needed to enter the 
German parliament, the Bundestag. At that 
time, the NPD had around 28,000 members 
and could count on the votes of 1,500,000 
Germans in what was then West Germany. 
Between 1966 and 1969, the party won seats 
in seven of the country’s 12 state parliaments. 

After failing to win Bundestag seats in 
1969, the party went into a slow decline, dur- 
ing which its membership kept on falling 
until 1996 when, according to the NPD’s own 
figures, it had just 2,800 members. The 
party’s youth organisation, the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten (JN), experienced a sim- 
ilar slump in its fortunes, falling from over 
1,000 members in 1969 to a mere 50 by the 
* time of its federal conference in 1991. 

Forced to reassess its position, the JN trans- 
formed itself from a “mass” organisation into 
a more selective elite organisation and 
changed its strategy correspondingly. Inactive 
members were excluded and the key activists 
were enlisted to nurture and train the rank- 
and-file. Armed with an ideology that pro- 
claimed “revolutionary national socialism’, 
the JN propagated militant actions, including 
calls for “Rudolf Hess Weeks of Action”. 
This enabled the JN to recruit with some suc- 
cess from the ranks of boneheads and militant 
nazis. 

These changes took rather longer to perme- 
ate the NPD. The first indications of change 
occurred under the chairmanship of Giinther 
Deckert, the Holocaust denier who, thanks to 
his intensified anti-Jewish propaganda and 
collaboration with nazi groups, made the 


Steffen Hupka (centre), one of the key nazi militants now in the NPD leadership, 





marshalling his troops at the nazis’ May Day 1997 rally in Niedersachsen. Also 
present was Frank Rennicke (below), now the NPD’s cultural supremo 








NPD a reliable partner for nazi militants. 
Deckert’s stewardship was a period during 
which the party was able to build regional 
groups in the new states of former East 
Germany and even achieve scattered election 
successes at a local level. 

After his imprisonment and removal from 
the NPD chairmanship for embezzling several 
hundred thousand marks of party funds, 
Deckert was replaced by the academic Udo 
Voigt. Simultaneously, the NPD widened its 
propaganda efforts, uniting its traditional his- 
torical revisionism and antisemitic and racist 
hate with an marked emphasis on the “social 
question”. The NPD mounted campaigns 
against unemployment and drugs, borrowing 
slogans from the British and French fascists, 
such as: “German jobs for German workers” 
and “the death sentence for heroin dealers”. 

Another key aspect of the NPD’s move 
towards a more radical campaigning style 
was a concerted effort to pass itself off as 
“the only party that can represent the little 
man against the bigwigs of Bonn’, a clear 
appeal to the middle class, the socially 
marginalised and those who lost out from 
German reunification. 

The greatest success for the NPD, however, 
has been the publicity generated by its relent- 
less campaign of historical revisionism. Only 
the object of its attention has changed. No 
longer is the main theme Holocaust denial but 
rather an issue of greater import on the right 
in Germany today: the defence of the honour 
of Germany’s Second World War army, the 
Wehrmacht. 

The NPD’s campaigns against the touring 


exhibition, the Crimes 
of the | Wehrmacht, 
devised by Jan-Phillip 
Reemstma’s Hamburg 
Institute for Social 
Research, have brought 
thousands of fascists onto 
the streets since the 
beginning of 1997. For 
probably the first time 
since the war, fascists 
have mobilised a broad 
array of right-wing 
forces, including militant 
nazis, revanchists, former 
and serving Bundeswehr 
officers and soldiers as 
well as right-wing members of the conserva- 
tive CDU and CSU. The exhibition thorough- 
ly dispels the mythology of “an army that was 
misused by Hitler but which, nevertheless, 
fought honourably” and fully documents its 
participation in the Holocaust. This makes it a 
number one target for the nazis. 

In March last year, with much assistance 
from CDU and CSU circles, the NPD 
mobilised more than 5,000 nazis, young and 
old, to demonstrate against the exhibition in 
Munich. This was the party’s biggest success 
for many years. 

Less than a year later, in mid-January, the 
NPD brought 1,200 young nazis, mainly from 
Saxony, onto the streets of Dresden in another 
protest at the exhibition. While in Munich, 
the fascists were outnumbered by more than 
10,000 anti-fascists, in Dresden a mere 600 
anti-fascists failed to stop the nazis marching, 
with a large amount of police protection and 
little hindrance. 

In Passau too the NPD was unopposed. 
Although the city authorities banned the rally, 
a court with state jurisdiction overturned the 
ban. Anti-fascist protests failed to make any 
real mark. 

The Passau rally showed how the NPD, 
which in 1997 claimed to have recruited 
1,600 new members and set up 26 new dis- 
trict organisations, has been able to establish 
itself as the undisputed leading nazi force. 
The change in the age structure of the organi- 
sation was very visible. About 60 per cent 
were young nazis and nazi boneheads, reflect- 
ing the NPD’s own claims that two-thirds of 
all new recruits are under 30 years old. 
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Some of the prominent nazis from banned organisations who have now come together in the NPD. Left to right: Michael 
Swierczek, founder of Nationale Offensive, Wolfram Nahrath, former leader of the Viking Youth, Thorsten de Vries of the 
Deutsche Kameradschaftsbund, and Jens Puhse of the Nationalistische Front and now in the NPD leadership. Below, left: 


Nazis in eastern Germany are in 
the vanguard of these important 
changes. In Saxony alone the NPD 
has almost tripled its membership 
from around 300 to more than 800 
and threatens to overtake that of the 
Greens. The JN’s national headquar- 
ters is now in Dresden and Jiirgen 
Schén, a leading Dresden JN 
activist, has won recognition for his 
efforts by being promoted to the 
NPD executive. 

A similar process is beginning in 
the neighbouring state of Brandenburg. 
There, the nazi umbrella organisation Die 
Nationalen (DN) has dissolved itself and 
transferred its structures at district and local 
level to the NPD. 

Former DN members openly discuss the 
formation of a “national socialist action soci- 
ety, inside and outside the NPD” in the nazi 
Thule computer mailbox. A major advocate 
of this policy is the former DN students’ 
organiser Andreas Schulz, who argues that 
“the action society should also link up non- 
NPD members as much as possible, so that 
the influence of the ‘free Kameradschaften’ 
on the NPD can be heightened”. 

It came as no surprise that activists of 
banned organisations present in Passau read 
like a who’s who of the nazi movement. 
Among them were Friedhelm Busse, leader of 
the FAP until its ban; Christian Worch, chief 
of the banned Nationale Liste and boss of the 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front, 
who has recently been released from prison; 
Christian Malcocci of the nazi prisoners’ aid 
group HNG; Michael Swierczek, former 
deputy general secretary of the FAP, founder 
of the outlawed Nationale Offensive and pub- 
lisher of the nazi journal Rechtskampf, 
Wolfram Nahrath, chief of the Wiking Jugend 
until it was prohibited in 1994 and now a 
Berlin lawyer who is very busy defending fel- 
low fascists; Thorsten de Vries from the out- 
lawed Deutsche Kameradschaftsbund in 
Bremen; Frank Schwerdt, former boss of the 
DN and, last but not least, Hupka. 

At one of the panel discussions, Schwerdt, 
a member of the NPD executive, argued very 
strongly that the party should increase its 
cooperation with the so-called “independent 
Kameradschaften”, which were set up mainly 
in eastern Germany after the NF was banned 
and which were trained and led thereafter by 
Schwerdt’s own Die Nationalen. 
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The keynote speakers in Passau were 
equally well known to observers of the 
German and Austrian fascist movements: 
Jiirgen Rieger, whose two pagan associations, 
Heideheim and Heide-heim, were banned in 
Lower Saxony on 11 February, and Herbert 
Schweiger, a former member of the SS 
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler. 

Rieger, the nazis’ house lawyer, was the 
eminence grise of the NF before it was 
banned. He was recently alleged to have 
received more than £200,000 of EU aid for 
his 650 hectare, £760,000 farm in Sveneby in 
Sweden. 

Schweiger, an Austrian, was instrumental 
in shaping the basic concepts of the NF and 
tutored many of the younger generation of 
militant nazis at the beginning of the 1990s. 
In 1990, this former SS man was convicted 
under Austrian laws forbidding the reestab- 
lishment of the Nazi Party. 

Another prominent speaker, who received a 
rapturous reception, was the nazi terrorist 
killer Manfred Roeder, recently at the centre 
of a scandal for delivering a lecture at the 
leadership academy of the Bundeswehr. 
Roeder has especially good contact with the 
NPD and JN in Saxony. 

The opening speech in Passau was given by 
the chairman of the JN, Holger Apfel, who 
has had much to do with the transformation 
of the JN into one of Europe’s most danger- 
ous nazi youth organisations. 

Although generally the police stood by and 
allowed the rally to proceed, they did prevent 
William Pierce, the leader of the US National 
Alliance, from entering the hall and briefly 
arrested 73 NPD/JN activists. Among those 
arrested was Achim Ezer, a member of the 
NPD executive, who was wearing an illegal 
Odal Rune badge on his jacket. 

The nazis also put on a cultural programme 
led by the so-called “national balladeer” 


Frank Rennicke, late of the Wiking 
Jugend, and supported by Jorg 
Hahnel, an NPD parliamentary 
candidate from Frankfurt an der 
Oder. 

In his closing speech to the rally, 
Voigt spelt out the nazis’ aim for 
1998: to connect the national and 
social questions with the demands 
for jobs. He said that while nothing 
stood in the way of dual membership 
of the NPD and militant nazi groups, 
there would be no more offers of 
alliances or pacts with the Republikaner or 
other fascist electoral fronts. 

The NPD, he continued, would extensively 
contest the national elections in October and 
the various regional and local elections that 
precede them in Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig- 
Holstein and Lower Saxony. 

Voigt also announced that the fascists 
would again be on the streets on 1 May, this 
time in Leipzig at the city’s historic People’s 
Battle memorial, under the slogan: “We 
create work — Bonn creates nothing”. Last 
year on | May the nazis were banned from 
staging an event in Leipzig and smaller 
efforts to hold replacement marches were 
stopped, mainly by the police but also, in 
some cases, by anti-fascists. 

Even if the NPD can expect little success in 
the elections, its reappearance as a unified 
bloc of nazis is a threat that must be taken 
seriously. Now the most militant elements, 
those who have weathered the bans and 
state repression, have both a political focal 
point and a legal framework for their 
activities. Because of the NPD’s almost 
ban-proof status, the rallies, marches and 
concerts will only in exceptional cases be 
prohibited. 

Every lifting of bans by the courts and 
every event the nazis can organise will 
strengthen the warped convictions of the 
young people joining the NPD and bolster 
their confidence that they can attract yet more 
recruits from the growing extreme-right youth 
environment. A state ban on the NPD or the 
JN is not likely, even if leading members of 
both outfits are convicted in the courts for 
criminal and violent activities. 

German anti-fascists will need international 
support, campaigns and publicity to stop the 
advance of the NPD in its tracks. 


From our German correspondent 


Police protection for 
nazi march through 
Dresden 


More than 1,500 nazis marched through the 
centre of the east German city of Dresden on 
24 January in another protest against the trav- 
elling exhibition “The Crimes of the 
Wehrmacht”, which exposes the role of 
Hitler’s army in the Nazi Holocaust. 

The nazis were given a polite police escort, 
while anti-fascists were kept well away. Both 
the nazis and the anti-fascists were allowed to 
march but in separate parts of the city. 

More than 3,000 police ensured protection 
for the nazis, who came overwhelmingly 
from the surrounding region, which is now a 
stronghold of the nazi Nationaldemokratische 
Partei Deutschlands (NPD). 

The Dresden demonstration was the second 
major nazi mobilisation against the exhibi- 
tion. In March last year more than 5,000 mili- 
tant nazis paraded through Munich with the 
connivance of the mainstream conservatives 
in Bavaria, including Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s government partner, the Christian 
Social Union. It was the nazis’ biggest show 
of strength since the Second World War. 

Although the Dresden march and rally 
passed off peacefully, the nazis were involved 
in violent attacks on anti-fascists on their way 
to the counter-demonstration. The worst inci- 
dent was in Wurzen, where about 50 nazis 
stoned a train carrying anti-fascists. As the 
train left the station under a hail of rocks and 


heavy stones, the emergency cord was pulled 
and anti-fascists left the train to defend them- 
selves. Clashes continued for over an hour 
before police and border guards arrived. The 
nazis were allowed to continue their journey 
but the anti-fascists were sent back to Leipzig 
and denied their democratic right to demon- 
strate. 

Eight people were injured in the fighting, 
which wrecked the train. One non-German 
was placed in intensive care after repeatedly 
being stabbed by a nazi. Police later arrested 
19 people, most of them nazis, and confiscat- 
ed baseball bats and other weapons from the 
fascists. 

A disturbing feature of the Dresden events 
was the small size of the anti-fascist mobilisa- 
tion. With only 600 people, the anti-fascists 
were heavily outnumbered by the nazis, who 
will see this as another opportunity to 
strengthen their organisations and influence 
in the region. 


FN loses sole MP 


The Front National has lost its only seat in 
Parliament, after France’s supreme legal body 
ruled that Jean-Marie Le Chevallier was 
illegally elected. 

The Constitutional Council said that Le 
Chevallier would have to resign because of 
spending irregularities. Le Chevallier, the FN 
mayor of Toulon, won his seat in the second 


round of the June general election, after 
receiving 32.39 per cent in the first round. 

Although the FN contested all 570 con- 
stituencies and took 3,700,000 million votes, 
averaging 15 per cent nationally, in the first 
round of the election, Le Chevallier was the 
only candidate elected. Now that fascist suc- 
cess has been deemed to be the result of 
cheating. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the FN, 
described the ruling as an “ignominy worthy 
of totalitarian régimes”. 














Kicked out: Le Chevallier 


Will they fall before they are pushed? 


The fascist Centrumpartij *86 (CP °86) could 
soon be outlawed, following a court’s deci- 
sion last summer that the party’s executive 
committee was a criminal body. Proceedings 
to ban the party have begun and will be com- 
pleted later in the spring. The court may well 
be engaged in a race against time. For more 
than a year, what was once The Netherlands’ 
fastest growing fascist outfit has been ripped 
apart by internal strife and its collapse is 
imminent. 

Early in 1997 several members of the CP 
86 executive committee failed in an attempt 
to remove some of the party’s more radical 
and openly national socialist members. In a 
nazi counter-coup, the would-be inquisitors 
were themselves purged and a new leading 
committee was formed by NSDAP-AO mem- 
ber Martijn Freling, a former leader of the 
Dutch Aktiefront Nationaler Socialisten 
(ANS) and a local councillor in Rotterdam. 

Freling’s chief ally in taking over CP °86 
was Stewart Mordaunt. A local councillor in 
the Hague, Mordaunt is a British National 
Party member and the former chairman of the 
hard-core fascist Netherlands Youth Front. 

The nazis “liberalised” the party. Members 
were free to make the Hitler-salute and bawl 
“Sieg Heil” during party meetings. Mordaunt, 
who ventured to Denmark last August to 
commemorate the death of Hitler’s deputy, 
Rudolf Hess, is currently being prosecuted for 
making racist remarks in one of his speeches. 

Needless to say, the victims of the Freling- 
Mordaunt axis did not take their defeat lying 








NATIONALE 
VOLKSPARTIJ/CP'g¢ 


down and stormed out of the party to launch a 


whiter-than-white, righter-than-right, but 
allegedly nazi-free fascist organisation, the 
Volksnationalisten Nederland (VNN). 

The split left CP ’86 with only about 120 
members. Before the internal conflict mem- 
bership was already in decline but stood at 
around 450. The VNN appears to be smaller- 
than-small with a mere 40 members. The rest 
have either drifted into other fringe parties or 
remain politically homeless. 


The leftovers of CP ’86 have decided to 
soldier on and have tried to cobble together a 
working relationship with the newly formed 
Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU), a political 
front organisation for the Dutch ANS. The 
NVU has not proved receptive to CP ’86’s 
overtures and relations became even cooler 
after a dispute in which both Joop 
Glimmerveen, the NVU’s_ leader, and 
Mordaunt wanted to contest the same seat in 
the local elections on 4 March. Instead of pre- 
senting a united ticket, the two nazi parties 
are running separately. 

In the last week of January, a group of des- 
perate party members in Rotterdam tried to 
throw out Freling because of his personal 
habits. Previously renowned for his drinking, 
the nazi boss has more recently discovered 
cocaine and other substances and become 
hopelessly addicted. 

The attempt failed and Freling’s internal 
opponents have given him until 5 March to 
put himself and the party in order, a near 
impossibility. 

The extreme-right’s lowly presence in the 
local elections reflects its deep crisis. CP °86 
is contesting seats in five towns compared to 
18 in 1994; the Volksnationalisten is standing 
in five towns, and the fascist 
Centrumdemocraten in 22 towns compared 
with 43 in 1994. The forecast was that only 
around 20 fascist councillors would be elect- 
ed compared to a peak of 88 in 1994. 


From our Dutch correspondent 
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Joint Anglo-French police raids on extremist cells 


British and French police joined forces early 
in February in an operation to hit the far-right 
Charlemagne Hammer Skins. French in ori- 
gin, but with a strong link to the Sargent fac- 
tion of Britain’s nazis, they had allegedly 
been involved in a number of crimes, includ- 
ing death threats against leading French fig- 
ures such as the former cabinet minister 
Simone Weil, the television journalist Anne 
Sinclair and the anti-racist campaigner 
Patrick Gaubert; graveyard desecrations and 
offences over the illegal magazine Wotan — 
Will of the Aryan. This hate publication was 
being distributed from Steve Sargent’s 
Chelmsford base by Hervé Guttuso, the 
exiled top activist in the French group. 

As Searchlight went to press, Sargent was 
on bail and Guttuso was remanded in custody. 
They were due to face a deportation hearing 
at Bow Street court on 27 February. 

A further dozen members of the group were 
caught in police raids in Paris, Rouen, 
Marseille, Lyon and Toulon. Police also 
seized evidence revealing the names of 1,500 
possible sympathisers. 

While these actions were under way, David 
Myatt, the satanist leader of Britain’s 
National Socialist Movement, was raided at 
his home in the Welsh borders. According to 
his group’s web site, the police seized sub- 
scription, membership and other lists, as well 
as bank account details and the recent con- 
tents of a number of postal box services. The 
main objective of the raid, however, appeared 
to be to gather evidence for what could turn 





Sessions will include: 


Education on Human Rights. 


violence. 


Holocaust Studies. 
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Facing Fascism, Antisemitism and 
Racism in the New Millennium 


A one-day international seminar, sponsored by the 
Spiro Institute and Searchlight Educational Trust. 


® The American right after the Oklahoma bomb trials. 
Leonard Zeskind, President of the Institute for Research and 


® German militarism and the Austrian elections. 
Graeme Atkinson, European editor of Searchlight and 
coordinator of Searchlight’s international network. 


@ The nazi terror machine and the peddlers of hate. 
Nick Lowles, television producer, author and expert on football 


® Origins of antisemitism and Holocaust denial. 
Trudy Gold of the Spiro Institute, leading educationalist on 


Chaired by Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight magazine. 


Sunday, 10 May 1998 
at The Spiro Institute c/o London University, 
Kidderpore Avenue, Hampstead, London NW3 
Registration at 10.30 am. Sessions 11am to 55m 


Tickets, £12.50, must be purchased in advance from the Spiro 
Institute (concessionary rates on enquiry) 


Dave Myatt (left), Steve Sargent (centre) and Hervé Guttuso (right), secretly 








photographed in Harlow last year by Searchlight staff photographer Mike Cohen 


out to be Britain’s first case against hate on 
the Internet, as the NSM’s computers and 
other technical equipment were also taken. 
Myatt had clearly been expecting some 
action by the authorities; hence his panic to 
shift operations to North America. In his 
usual paranoid fashion he claimed that “a 
Jew” was the cause of the action against him, 
but failed to explain that only the Attorney- 
General himself can cause such a case to be 


























brought and even then it would be a test case. 
Myatt, it appears, was not detained. 

With most of the NSM leadership in prison, 
awaiting possible deportation or charges, the 
future for this crazed group looks bleak. 
There does, however, remain a small hard 
core at liberty, who appear to be taking a keen 
interest in Ulster and continuing their drug 
dealing. The NSM’s rival group, Combat 18, 
is also still functioning. 


Have you ever 
wanted to work for 
Searchlight? 


SEARCHLIGHT EDUCTIONAL 
TRUST (Reg charity 1013880) 
is looking for a 
PART-TIME ADMIN WORKER 
(One-year fixed contract renewable 
subject to funding) 


Must have: 
Knowledge and experience of 
anti-fascist movement 
Experience in Macs & PCs 


(Quark, Access, Excel, Word 7) 
Ability to produce educational 
materials 

Ability to attend meetings as 
required. 


17.5 hours per week (days to be 
negotiated) £7.00 per hour. 


Please forward CV, two checkable 
references and covering letter stating 
your suitability for the job to: 


Searchlight Educational Trust 
37B New Cavendish Street 
London WIM 8JR 


Closing date 13 March 1998 


Working towards equal opportunities 
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way through the outskirts of the crowd all he 
could hear was “We want Mullally, We want 
Mullally”. Nearer the platform the chant 
changed to “We want Mosley”. 

Even though the police had linked arms to 
create a path for Mullally, as he got deeper 
into the fascist crowd they came at him 
through the police line, punching and kicking. 
At one point Mullally went down under the 
blows. “The hubbub was enormous, it was 
bedlam. I ended up in the middle of a circle 
of cops, I couldn’t go forward or backwards 
and it was frightening. I was right in the mid- 
dle of the fascists. I thought if this blue line 
breaks I’ve had it. That’s when the 43 Group 
appeared, they punched through the police 
lines and got me out of there into a nearby 
street.” 

The 43 Group escorted Mullally across 
Kingsland Road into Sandringham Street, 
where they had put up their own platform. 
This was a small meeting because the police 
were holding the crowd back in John 
Campbell Street. Shortly afterwards the 
police closed down the 43 Group meeting as 
they attempted to contain the situation. The 








43 Group then took Mullally 
into Ridley Road to the 
Communist Party platform — 
the roof of a loudspeaker car. 
This was an even smaller 
meeting as most people were 
in John Campbell Street. As 
he was about to be helped up 
onto the roof to speak, he 
heard the sound of a Nazi 
song and the tramping of 
feet. Then some 200 
Blackshirts charged at 
Mullally’s small group. The 
fighting went on for quite a 
while and the anti-fascists 
were heavily outnumbered. 
The Communists’ car was 
smashed up. 


Alex Baron 
convicted 


Alex Baron (far right) was convicted 
at Horseferry Road Magistrates Court 
on 27 January of sending a malicious 
communication to a woman DSS 
officer. He was fined £200 and 
ordered to pay £100 towards the 
prosecution costs within seven days. 
The highlight of the proceedings 
was a failed attempt by Baron to 
have Searchlight’s editor, Gerry 
Gable, removed from the court. 
Otherwise it was a pretty boring way 
for the editor to spend his birthday. 
Seated with Baron outside the 
court and helping him sift through 
his paperwork was the well known 
British National Party activist Bob 
Gertner (right). Gertner, a railway 
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